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EDITORIAL 


“God Alone Is the Lord 
of the Conscience” 


Irrevocably entwined in our Presbyterian 
heritage is the truth that God alone is the Lord 
of the conscience. Let Christians guard this 
truth with all their might for it lies at the very 
heart of our Protestant faith. 


That this needs guarding in our day is evi- 
dent on every hand. Anxious to enforce the 
deliverances of courts and assemblies there are 
those who would place such deliverances on an 
equal basis with Holy Writ. 


Several years ago a prominent churchman in 
a sister communion made the flat statement 
that when the General Assembly has spoken, 
God has spoken. He was not adequately chal- 
lenged and this philosophy is slowly permeating 
the thinking of many good men who have not 
considered its implications. 


There are those today who would be happy 
to enforce every deliverance of every General 
Assembly as though it was the inviolable law 
of God. We all would be wise to read again 
these words in our Confession of Faith: 


“All synods or councils since the apostles’ 
times, whether general or particular, may 
err, and many times have erred; therefore 
they are not to be made the rule of faith 
or practice, but to be used as a help in both.” 

Chapter XXXIII - III 


This does not low rate the councils of the 
Church but it does keep things in their proper 
perspective. One of the doctrines of Romanism 
from which Protestantism revolted was the doc- 
trine of the infallibility of the Church and her 
leaders. 


In these days when the witness of the Church 
is impaired because so many Christians fail to 
live as they should, there is an increasing em- 
phasis on Christian living. This is good, pro- 
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vided it is designed to help Christians and not 
for the purpose of making non-Christians live 
like Christians. But the grave danger is that 
it shall be assumed that in every avenue of 
life there is but one course of action. Wherever 
this has transpired, confusion has resulted, not 
spiritual maturity, for God does not lead all 
of His children alike. 


For that reason the deliverances of church 
courts must be accepted as worthy of prayerful 
study, but where they impinge on matters 
of the Christian conscience the final authority 
must be between man and his God. 


Two illustrations will suffice to make this 
point. Many of us feel that in view of the 
present increase in alcoholism and all of the 
moral and social implications of alcohol today 
Christians should altogether refrain from its 
use. Or, due to the mounting evidence of the 
effect of excessive smoking in geo gow Ae 

ing 


lung cancer, some feel strongly that smo 
is unwise. 


Now let us suppose the General Assembly 
should take action advising all members of 
our church to refrain from smoking and drink- 
ing: while some of us would truly thank the 
Lord for a clear-cut statement on this matter 
we would unite in saying that this is beyond 
the realm of General Assembly responsibility; 
it is a matter of the conscience of man with 
his God. That he would be wise to follow 
the admonition of Paul - “Wherefore, if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make my 
brother to offend” - seems self-evident. That 
he should be faced with ecclesiastical pressure 
from a church court is an entirely different 
matter. 


Today, with increasing enthusiasm for 4 
greater social emphasis within the program of 
the church; the obvious need for Christians to 
live more worthily of their calling; and con- 
fronted with a secularizing impact from organi- 
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zations which no longer emphasize the need for 
personal regeneration and which have there- 
fore turned to basically social programs for the 
Church, we all need to keep our thinking 
straight and our hearts and wills fixed on our 
Lord. 


He must be the Lord of our conscience and 
He must also be the Lord of our daily living. 
As Protestants and Presbyterians we yield su- 
preme allegiance to none other. 
—L.N.B. 


The Lamb of God 


The Baptist twice points to Jesus as the Lamb 
of God, John 1.29,36, while Acts 8.32, citing 
Isa. 53.7, and I Pet. 1.19 compare Him to the 
spotless lamb by Whose patient suffering and 
vicarious dying His people are redeemed. The 
term roots in the OT, in the suffering servant 
of Isaiah 53, Cf. Jer. 11.19, in the paschal 
lamb, cf. I Cor. 5.7; John 19.36, and in the 
daily offering of lambs in the Temple. God 
provides this lamb, Cf. Gen. 22.8, to take 
upon Himself, to bear, to carry up to the tree, 
I Pet. 2.24, that is, to make propitiation and 
take away the sins of the world, I John 4.10; 
3.5; 1.17. As the suffering servant, the Lord 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all, as the 
Passover lamb He redeemed His Israel from 
the bondage of sin and Satan. He loved us and 


gave Himself up as a sacrifice to God for us, 
Eph. 5.2. 


Using a variant Greek word, arnion, Reve- 
lation describes the heavenly Lord twenty-eight 
times as the Lamb. As such, on the one hand 
He is fully identified with the lamb that 
was slain in sacrifice, Whose blood expiates 
the sins of the redeemed, 5.6,9,12; 7.14; 12.11; 
13.8. On the other hand, and here Enoch 
89-90 is suggestive background. He is also 
the Lamb Who has overcome death and re- 
ceived the horns of power and the eyes of 
the Spirit, 5.6, so that He enters the heavenly 
counsels and rules the world, 4-5, and opens 
the seals 5.7, brings those written in His Book 
to salvation, 7.9,17; 13.8; 14.1; 21.27, conquers 
the powers of Satan, 17.14, and judges the 
wicked, 6.14; 14.10. As the triumphant Lamb, 
He is the Lord of lords and the King of 
kings, 17.14; 19.16, Who is enthroned with 
God to receive divine worship and reign for- 
ever, 22.1,3; 11.15. 





—W.C.R. 


As to the Devil 


Regarding a goodly number of subjects, man- 
kind easily develops mistaken notions. In cases 
of ignorance, it is proper to seek light from 
dependable sources. For the child, parents pre- 
sumably stand in the place of authority. Later, 
and sometimes to the embarrassment of the 
parent, the teacher in the public school becomes 
Sir Oracle. The consensus of sound judgment 
may be very helpful on occasion; or private 
opinion, based on careful reading of presum- 
ably judicious writers or witnesses, may provide 
the necessary answers. Long ago the settled con- 
clusion to which we came is that no one, no 
matter what his learning, standing, reputation, 
or position, or even his degrees, is to be ac- 
cepted solely on his own authority, particularly 
as regards matters of spiritual nature, unless 
he squares with the Scriptures. “To the law 
and the testimony, - if they speak not according 
to this word...” 


This brings us to the subject of the Devil. 
Some folk seem unwilling to believe that there 
is a personal Devil, - an attitude that likely 
pleases no one but the Devil. In Mark Twain’s 
Joan of Arc, the heroine and other children 
at the outskirts of the village where they lived, 
claimed that the Devil was quite near. Not 
that they had ever seen him, but they had 
smelled him! Art has grossly misrepresented 
the Devil. Forked tail and threatening horns 
are in pictures only, as adjuncts of the Devil. 
The Book rather advises that he approaches 
man transformed as an angel of light. This 
sounds suspiciously like personality. Indeed, a 
possible explanation of demoniacal possession 
in the times of the Lord lies in the thought that 
the Devil, always an imitator, took on visible 
appearance to attempt duplication of the Lord’s 
incarnation. At least so some have suggested. 


It seems indubitable that the Bible gives 
unequivocal stress on the unquestionable fact 
that the Devil is a person. How else can there 
be explanation of a number of passages in the 
Book? The Lord’s temptation by the Devil is 
one such, and particularly the Devil’s use of 
quotations from the Bible, employing them as 
a person does. An influence speaks only through 
a figure of speech. Or again, the Saviour plainly 
said of certain evil folk: “Ye are of your father, 
the Devil.” Also, from Peter, we read: “The 
Devil goeth about as a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour.” And the Apostle Paul 





Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal, @ Presbyterian Weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XVI, 
No. 47, March 19, 1958. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. 

Apvpress Cuance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow three 
weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 








MARCH 19, 1958 


PAGE 3 





denominates him “the prince of the power of 
the air.” Such passages certainly have a personal 
ring to them. 


What can we understand the Lord to mean 
if not personality, when the New Testament 
quotes Him as saying: “I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from Heaven”? None would sup- 
pose that the writer James thought otherwise 
than that the Devil is a person when he advises: 
“Resist the Devil and he will flee from you.” 
In the Book of Job he acts as a person, and 
speaks as a person. Witness also the Lord’s: 
“Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired you that 
he may sift you as wheat.” 


The Devil is repeatedly referred to in such 
terms as clearly imply if they do not absolutely 
demand personality regarding him: “adversary,” 
“angel of the bottomless pit,” “prince of the 
world,” “prince of darkness,” “sinner from the 
beginning,” “accuser,” “deceiver,” “liar” and 
“murderer,” “tormentor,” “god of this world.” 
We have “wiles of the Devil,” “beware of the 
Devil,” “the Devil is come down to you, having 
great wrath,” and Michael “contending with the 
Devil.” Indeed one can hardly imagine any- 
thing more to be said to show plainly that 
the Devil is a person, though there is much 
more in Scripture on the point. Reasons for 
believing in the personality of the Devil are 
almost parallel to those which warrant belief 
in the Saviour as a person. They are the same 
in kind. And if the Devil is not a person, the 
Bible seems then to present a very mistaken 
notion of him. 


One who refuses to accept the plain and 
multiple statements in the Bible regarding the 
personality of the Devil, should be concerned 
lest he himself be an object of demoniacal 
delusion. One of the chief wiles of Satan is the 
persuasion that he is merely an influence or a 
myth. 


—R.F.G. 





Prayer 


The great untapped source of power is not 
that locked within the atom but that which is 
inherent in the God of the Universe and which 
is released by men and women who ask accord- 
ing to His will and in the name of His Son. 


Prayer is such an amazing thing; it is the 
means whereby man has direct communication 
with God. The implications of that one state- 
ment are awe-inspiring and prompt man to cry 


out: “What is man that thou are mindful of 
him?” 


We do not deserve this privilege but it has 
been given to us and one of the mysteries of 
human experience is that we do not avail our- 
selves of the privilege as we should. 
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Within the heart of man there is an instinctive 
reaction to crises which causes him to cry out: 
“God help me,” but while that is prayer it is 
prayer in its crudest form for it is the cry 


prompted by an emergency and not of fellow. 
ship and devotion. 


There are so many aspects of prayer that 
space permits consideration of but a few. It 
would be profitable for all of us to remember 
that prayer should, among other things, include 


thanksgiving, adoration, praise, petition and sub- 
mission. 


It is an amazing fact that God sees fit to 
release His almighty power because of the pray- 
ers of His children. Why, we do not know. It 
is but one of the multiplied evidences of His 
love and grace. Millions will rise up to call 
Him blessed and to bear testimony to the fact 
that in response to prayer God has done mar- 
velous things for which there is no human ex- 
planation. 


One profitable method of demonstrating the 
power and efficacy of prayer is to make a list 
of individuals, institutions and situations for 
which divine blessing and guidance are needed. 
Do not be deterred by problems or difficulties. 
But, be sure that God’s holy will and the glory 
of His name are recognized and honored in it 


all. Then, as you pray, watch God proceed 
to work. 


The answers will often surprise you for they 
will come in ways and from directions you had 
not anticipated. But they will come, and as 
they do your faith will be strengthened and the 
joy and urge of your prayer life will grow. 


In speaking a good word for prayer, that 
marvelous privilege God has placed in the hands 
of His children, the best advice of all is found 
in four words 


Just try and see!! 
—L.N.B. 





“Today” 
(See Hebrews, chapters 3 and 4) 


Five times in these two chapters we are urged 


to do certain things “today”: the Holy Spirit 
says, Today. 


I am sure that all of us can think of many 
reasons why we should heed this admonition. 
What are some of the things we should do 
today? We can find four of them in these 
chapters. 


I. Deal with sin today. Sin is like cancer; 
the longer we delay, the worse it gets. 


There are two facts about sin that should 
make us deal with it now. The first is that 
sin hardens: it hardens the heart, the conscience, 
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the will. The second fact is, that sin deceives. 
These two facts make it dangerous for us to 
put off having our sins forgiven and our hearts 
cleansed. Be made free from sin today! The 
Great Physician is both able and willing to heal 
your sin-black soul. 


II. Enter into our Possessions Today: The 
Israelites could not enter in because of unbelief. 


We, too, have a Promised Land: _ salvation 
makes us possessors of all things. It is not like 
an insurance policy which is payable only at 
death. The unsearchable riches of Christ are 
ours right here and now. Build with gold and 
silver and precious stones; grow in grace and in 
the knowledge and likeness of Christ; lay up 
treasure now; go work today in the harvest field; 
all things are yours, and ye are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s. By faith lay hold upon eternal 
life, now. You can begin a “Happy Eternity” 
today. 


Ill. Help Others Today:Exhort one another 
today. 


Tomorrow may be too late. A boy who had 
broken his father’s heart was converted and 
came back to bring the good news, but he 
came too late; his father was dead. 


We can encourage and comfort and help 
our fellow Christians today, and they need our 
help. Make that visit today; give some flowers 
now. We can perhaps save some lost soul, if 
we tell them about Christ today. 


IV. Come to God Today: “Come”, when 
spoken by our Maker, is both an invitation and 
a command. 


But we should come today. Someone has 
said that many of those who plan to come at 
the 11th hour die at 10:30. 


Come today into the ark and be safe; come 
today to the feast and be satisfied; come now 
and be forgiven; come, all who labor and are 
heavy-laden, and find rest; come, leave all, 
take up the cross, and follow Him who leads 
the way; come, for all things are now ready; 
the Spirit and the bride say, Come; let him that 
heareth say, come; and whosoever will, let him 


take the water of life freely: Come!. Come 
Today! 


Come to the throne of grace today! 
—J.K.P. 
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Reconciliation 


Reconciliation means a change of personal 
relations between human beings, I Sam. 29.4; 
Matt. 5.24; I Cor. 7.11, or pre-eminently be- 
tween God and man, Rom. 5.1, 10-11; 2 Cor. 
5.18f; Col. 1.20,22; Eph. 2.16. This change or 
exchange is from a state of enmity or separa- 
tion to one of peace and fellowship, with love 
and joy. 


In the matter of God and man, reconcilia- 
tion is the act of God’s grace, the miracle of 
His love for His enemies. It is not a case of 
equal adversaries reconciling each other, but 
all things are of God Who did reconcile us 
unto Himself. He sent His Son to accomplish 
reconciliation, He established the ministry of 
reconciliation, He placed men before the de- 
cision of reconciliation, He shed abroad His 
love in the hearts of men and brought them 
to accept the proffered reconciliation. 


“Tt is decisive that men do not reconcile God 


but that God reconciles Himself with men” 
(Michel) . 


God wrought this reconciliation for us in 
Christ so that in Him and His work for us 
God is to us what He is not apart from the 
Reconciler. We were “reconciled” to God 
through the death of His Son, Rom. 5.10, 
“reconciled in the body of His flesh through 
death,” Col. 1.22, or “by the cross, having slain 
the enmity in it,” Eph. 2.16, and having “made 
peace through the blood of His cross,” Col. 1.20. 


Moreover, in both the classical passages, Rom. 
5 and 2 Cor. 5, justification strictly parallels 
reconciliation. In Romans 5.1 justification 
brings peace, which means that as Christ died 
for the ungodly, so are we justified by His 
blood and reconciled by His death. In the 
Second Corinthians, reconciliation means that 
instead of imputing their sins to the world 
God made Him Who knew no sin to be sin for 
us that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him. Thus reconciliation primarily 
signifies justification, the removal of guilt, the 
pardon of sins. 


Reconciliation deals with the enmity which 
man has toward God, Col. 1.21; Rom 8.7f, but 
it is not less true that our rebellious opposition 
to God has called forth His holy enmity toward 
man, I Cor. 15.25f, Rom. 11.28, Jas. 4.4, His 
curse, Gal. 3.10, His wrath, Rom. 1.18, 2.5, 
8-9; 3.5; 5.9; Eph. 2.3; 5.6; Col. 3.6, and His 
judgment Rom. 1.24-32:2.3,16; 3.6,19; 2 Cor. 
5.10. This wrath of God in the final judg- 
ment occurs in immediate connection with the 
enmity which is removed by reconciliation in 
Rom. 5.10, even as it also stands in the back- 
ground of reconciliation in Romans, in Second 
Corinthians, in Ephesians and in Colossians. 
Accordingly, reconciliation means that God so 
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acted in giving His Son to be made sin and a 
curse for us that His Wrath may be averted, 
hilasterion Rom. 3.25, and His righteousness 
shown forth in forgiving sinners, vv.25-26. The 
revelation of God’s love in Christ does not de- 
stroy the wrath of God, but it gives the be- 
liever confidence in the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ now and in the consummation of Divine 
wrath in the final judgment. “Only the man 
who knows the Divine wrath, takes the grace 
of God seriously” (Michel) . 


This reconciliation is made effective by the 
Spirit shedding abroad in our hearts the love 
of God. Its outreach is thus broader than justi- 
fication. It brings man from self-seeking rebel- 
lion into grateful loving obedience. God brings 
His rebellious creature back to the loving arms 
of his heavenly Father, to live for Him Who 
died for us, and to pour out our lives in the 
ministry of reconciliation. It issues in recon- 
ciliation of Jew to Gentile, that is, of man to 
man in the family of the Son of God’s love. 

—W.C.R. 


Where Is Paul’s Peer? 
By George S. Lauderdale 


As the apostle Paul was an example for the 
elders of the church at Ephesus in serving God 
and feeding His sheep, he is our pattern also. 
He was not proud, but in his concern for 
others, wept over sinners; even though wicked 
men tried to kill him he continued faithfully 
preaching the Word of God publicly and from 
house to house; he was not covetous, but 
worked with his own hands to support himself. 





In reminding the elders of the Ephesian 
church of these truths Paul sounded like Samuel, 
who summed up his service in Israel thus: 
“Behold, here I am: witness against me before 
the Lord . .. Whom have I oppressed?” 1 Samuel 
12:3. Because Paul had been blameless as 
the minister of the young church at Ephesus, 
the believers would have no excuse for follow- 
ing false teachers who would creep in to de- 
stroy the flock following the apostle’s departure. 


LOYAL TO CHRIST 


Christ purchased the church with His own 
blood and in person commissioned Paul to 
witness of Him to the nations. The Ephesian 
elders had been appointed by the Holy Spirit 
to feed God’s sheep. To be true to the divine 
charge is to be willing to lay down life itself 
in the cause. 


Paul was not moved at the idea of death for 
Jesus’ sake as he left Ephesus for Jerusalem. 
“Neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God,” 
he declared. Acts 20:24. 


PAGE 6 


PAULS NEEDED NOW 


Where are men today like the apostle? True, 
God does not need writers of the infallible 
Bible, this being part of Paul’s office; the Word 
is complete. But the question remains, where 
are ministers of the Word who sow in tears? 
Where are those who preach in public and 
from house to house day and night with a 
horror of having the blood of unwarned sin- 
ners on their hands? Where are the preachers 
so fearless that they can assert, “I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God”? Acts 20:27. 


Paul perhaps displayed calloused hands as 
he reminded the elders of the Ephesus church 
that he had earned wages so as not to be a 
burden to others and that Jesus’ words are 
true, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
What reader of Acts 20 will respond and imitate 
Paul? 


From the Fields: Writes Rajah Stephens 
from India to International Gospel League 
headquarters: “I wish to state for the glory 
of God that our work has, in recent days, pro- 
gressed very well. That is, many souls have been 
saved through our open air meetings, tract dis- 
tribution work, and by our one-by-one bands. 
Our churches .. . are full . . . There are hun- 
dreds of open doors.” 
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income for life by making a gift to Church 
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ness conditions. 
Payments to you 
are made semi-an- 
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Within Christendom there are two philoso- 
phies which are so widely at variance that we 
must ask whether they are complementary or 
mutually exclusive. 


The evangelical believes that preaching of 
the Gospel and its accompanying reception by 
man involves a divine order of salvation. Any 
attempt to violate this divine order inevitably 
brings chaos. 


The evangelical believes that the first step in 
salvation is individualistic, a personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ, in which man_ recognizes 
himself for the sinner that he is and turns to 
Christ and his redemptive work, accepting him 
as Saviour. The evangelical further believes that 
such an individual must then identify himself 
with the Church and in that fellowship with 
other believers work for the glory of God and 
for the advancement of his Kingdom. For this 
reason the evangelical makes a clear distinction 
between personal salvation, which is a trans- 
action between an individual and Christ, and 
“joining the church,” which is the next step 
in God’s plan, and which he does because he 
has accepted Christ, and not that he might be 
saved. 


But the liberal thinks differently. Writing in 
The Christian Century (March 5 issue) Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison says:“There is no sup- 
port in New Testament Christianity for this 
individualistic, moralistic, subjectivistic and 
mystical conception of salvation. Christianity is 
not primarily an_ individualistic experience” 
(italics ours) . 


If this is true, the entire book of the Acts 
will have to be rewritten. Peter, on the day 
of Pentecost, affirmed that ‘whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved,” 
and continued: “Repent, and be baptized every- 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins . . . for the promise is unto 
you and to your children. . . . Save yourselves 
from this untoward generation.” In this record 
we find that whether Peter or Paul is preaching, 
the message is to individual sinners who need a 
personal Saviour. That regenerate believers 
were then immediately united to form the 
Church belongs to the sequence of events. 


Dr. Morrison is even more explicit. He goes 
on to say: “Christianity is primarily a corporate 
religion” (italics ours). Much as we regret this 
statement, we are thankful that this philosophy 
is openly stated. 


What is the greatest trouble with the churches 
today? Is it not that within their ranks there 
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Bricks Without Straw 


By L. Nelson Bell 


are so many who have never experienced regen- 
eration? Does not the weakness of the churches 
stem in large measure from those who have 
“joined the church” but have never met Christ? 


That intelligent and responsible Christian 
leaders should decry the absolute necessity for 
an “individualistic experience” before there is 
an effective corporate witness is to demand the 
impossible. No man can live like a Christian 
until he is a Christian and the act of affiliation 
with a church is not the means of salvation— 
it is only a right and necessary sequence to a 
personal surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We deplore the necessity of taking issue with 
a distinguished Christian scholar and _ leader, 
but we must accept this challenge as one the 
Church must face. To deny the basic necessity 
of personal regeneration, so clearly affirmed by 
our Lord, and to substitute for this personal 
experience the act of incorporation into the life 
of the Church whereby some form of spiritual 
osmosis is supposed to take place, is to do vio- 
lence to the biblical revelation. 


To insist on personal conversion as the first 
step in the Christian faith does not lessen one 
whit the biblical doctrine of the Church. Nor 
does it in any way reflect on the importance and 
place of the Church in God’s economy. The 
Church is the body of Christ. She is the Bride 
of Christ and it is in this fellowship of the 
redeemed that Christians work for the ongoing 
of God’s Kingdom. 


Does not a true ecumenical spirit require 
that we recognize all believers as a part of the 
Church? We believe that is so and her banners 
wave wherever believers are found. But to as- 
sume that the Church consists only of the major 
ecclesiastical groups, and to those ecumenically 
active, is as absurd and as unecumenical as is 
the attitude of some Fundamentalists who affirm 
that they alone remain as defenders of the faith. 


Controversy is unpleasant, but controversy 
has nonetheless alerted the Church against error 
through the centuries. Dr. Morrison has fired 
the first shot. He speaks of “Fundamentalist 
evangelism” as “distorted, shallow, inflated and 
an unbiblical conception of Christianity.” 


Strange to say, the “truncated” gospel against 
which the article under discussion inveighs is 
part of the same gospel of God’s redemptive 
work for lost sinners for which the Church has 
stood historically. One can but wonder if the 
strictures against this resurgence of evangelism 
do not center in a rejection of the biblical mes- 
sage itself? The need to apply Christianity to 
the contemporary scene must not be made the 
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occasion for rejecting the vital Christian mes- 
sage itself. 


Dr. Morrison deplores the phrase: “The Bible 
says,” and exclaims: “What a travesty of the 
Christian faith this idolatry of a book called the 
Bible has been.” 


Can this be answered? Ask the men and 
women who have made this Book their com- 
panion, who in simple faith have taken it as 
their guide and stay. We have never seen a 
person who has made an idol of the Bible, but 
we have seen Christian leaders who, lacking 
faith in both the integrity and authority of the 
Scriptures, spend their time and energies in 
secular rather than spiritual emphases. There 
are theologians who have lost their confidence 
in the Word. But many laymen are beginning 
to look at them much as they would at soldiers 
who have lost their weapons on the field of 
battle. 


Dr. Morrison demands that “Protestantism 
should take its evangelism out of the hands of 
fundamentalism and project an evangelism that 
truly represents the Christian faith.” A good 
suggestion, already tried by a few liberals. 


“Our Penalty Became Christ's Penalty” 


Liberal “evangelism” may appeal to the pride 
of intellect and to the esthetic sense, but it js 
as helpless before lost sinners as a shorn Samson 
was before the Philistines. 


Here is a challenge. Protestantism can well 
profit from a modern Mount Carmel. Let all 
the prophets of a humanized Christ, a blood- 
less redemption and an expunged doctrine of 
the new birth, along with a demythologized 
Bible, prepare for their “evangelism” in any 
form they may desire. Let them prepare their 
altar, lay on their sacrifices and call out to 
heaven from early morn until late at night. 


Let those who believe in the blood-bought 
redemption of Calvary, the ugly fact of man’s 
sinful nature and the necessity of a personal 
experience with the living Christ, take the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and 
with the message of that Gospel preach to lost 
sinners. 


Let the Holy Spirit do his work and let 
the world see on which message the fire of 
revival will fall! We will accept the verdict. 

—From CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
Issue of March 17, 1958 


By J. David Simpson, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


Scripture: Galatians 2:20 — “J am crucified 
with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me.” 


Many sermons have doubtless been preached 
upon this verse to set forth the theme of con- 
secration of Christian life, such as being cruci- 
fied against the lure of worldliness or the lusts 
of the flesh. Such a subject often needs to 
be presented from the pulpit by the Minister, 
but it so happens that this verse Galatians 
2:20 and the whole context about it was in- 
tended to convey primarily the theme of Christ’s 
atonement for our sins. This text says — “I 
am crucified with Christ” — What does cruci- 
fixion with Christ mean? To properly under- 
stand what is meant here, one has to see the 
penalty of sin which is spiritual death placed 
upon the human race. Christ in assuming that 
penalty for lost humanity carried a humanity 
for which He came to redeem up to the cross 
with Him to die in the death that He suffered 
for us. Not that we died, but His death 
answered for us in assuming the spiritual death 
due us. Therefore, all who belong to Christ, 


PAGE 8 


having received and rested upon Him for Salva- 
tion can say with Paul — “TI am crucified with 
Christ,” since Christ assumed their spiritual 
death in His death upon the cross, and His 
atoning sacrifice has been made efficacious unto 
them. But to all that do not claim this great 
sacrifice of Christ on their behalf, this substi- 
tutionary vicarious atonement is of none effect 
unto them. The Divine Law could come to 
Christians following Christ’s death and say — 
“I have come to collect Spiritual death as the 
penalty to satisfy Divine Justice for your sins,” 
but the Christian can quickly answer - “Law 
you cannot collect twice, you have already col- 
lected once, for I have already died in Christ, 
my penalty or my debt of death has already 
been paid by Him. No, Law, you will have 
to go to those out of Christ, who have refused 
to accept His substitutionary sacrifice for them, 
to collect this penalty of death. To collect 
it from Believers on Christ would be to collect 
it twice.” Dr. Phillips translation carries this 
thought perfectly and is as follows: “For under 
the law I died, and now I am dead to the law's 
demands so that I may live for God. As far 
as the law is concerned I may consider that 
I died on the cross with Christ. And my present 
life is not that of the old ‘I,’ but the living 
Christ within ‘me.’” Gal. 2:19-20. 
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Years ago it is said that a white man ran 
from a raging prairie fire and tumbled into 
an Indian village. He was surprised to see the 
Indians take fire and burn a wide circle around 
the village. On being questioned their answer 
was: “The fire cannot come where the fire has 
already been.” So may we say the “Fire of the 
law’s demand of spiritual death cannot visit 
again where it has already been.” As Paul said: 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus.”—Romans 8:1. 


Following this satisfaction of the demands of 
the divine law or divine justice, we begin in 
Christ to live unto God when we have received 
Him and rested upon Him alone for Salvation. 
As Christ moves in, the old man, under the 
law moves out, and the new man in Christ 
Jesus begins to live. Therefore, Paul says: “I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” It 
has been said that if someone had tapped on 
the door of Paul’s abode after his experience 
on the road to Damascus, and had said: “Who 
lives here?” Paul would have said: “Once Saul 
lived here, but Paul lives here now, and yet 
even Paul does not live here anymore, but 
rather Christ lives here in me.” 


Sometimes in a moment of shallow thinking, 
we are prone to be tempted to think that after 
all the death of Christ was a mere martyrdom 
of a good man for a good cause, and nothing 
more. If Christ was only a mere man and only 
a martyr to a good cause, then we are still in 
the shackles of unforgiven sin and in the grip 
of spiritual death as a penalty for those sins. 
No mere man as a sinner can atone for other 
sinners. It takes the sinless to atone for the 
sinner, and only Christ could as the Son of 
God, both human and Divine, fill that re- 
quirement. 


Does the cry of Christ in the Garden of 
Gethsemane - “Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me, nevertheless not my will, 
but thine be done,” sound like a mere man 
martyr going to his death. Many were martyrs 
before Christ, and following Him, and they 
rather rejoiced at the thought of being privi- 
leged to die for a cause. They sang and rejoiced 
as the hour of death approached. But how 
unlike the death of Christ to these martyrs. 
It was no fear of death that agonized Christ, 
when great drops of blood as of sweat fell 
from his brow in His Gethsemane prayer. It 
was the crushing weight of all the guilt of 
lost mankind and the combined sufferings in 
Hell of lost mankind which faced Him as His 
ordeal to bear as He was to hang on that cross 
on Golgotha’s Hill. 

You may wonder how even Christ could take 
the penalty and sufferings of a lost world in 
Hell upon Himself. Perhaps you will say that 
no man in his humanity is capable of assum- 
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ing such sufferings. You are correct in saying 
that no mere man could assume them. But 
we are dealing with the Son of God, both Divine 
and human in nature, with his humanity given 
a stature of such value and dignity from His 
Divinity as to make His capacity for sufferings 
infinite. Therefore, beware of making a com- 
parison of Christ with mere man, which is tanta- 
mount to comparing the infinite sufferings of 
Christ with the finite endurance of man. 


The statement in the Apostles Creed - “He 
descended into Hell,” is a true statement if 
you apply it to the sufferings of Christ for 
us on the cross. It is untrue if you mean to 
imply that Christ suffered in Hell for us fol- 
lowing His death on the cross. When Christ 
said: “It is finished” on the cross, it was fin- 
ished right then and there. His wail - “My 
God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
shows that spiritual death was experienced by 
Him in having the torments of Hell come 
upon him because of the greatness of the in- 
iquity and sin of the world with which He 
was clothed in His agony upon the cross. There 
is no need for Christ to descend into any abyss 
of suffering following His death upon the cross, 
for it was all heavily resting upon Him in its 
bitterest intensity representing all for whom He 
died on the cross. 


What is Spiritual death? After all, that is 
the only death. Physical death cannot be 
properly labeled as death, since it is at best 
only a temporary separation of the soul from 
the body until the resurrection. But spiritual 
death is a separation for all eternity of both 
soul and body from God. The lost human race 
for all time had that kind of penalty imposed 
upon it, and we call this spiritual death “Hell,” 
and that is what it is. To show that Christ 
experienced this spiritual death for all for whom 
He died, Christ expressed for the first time 
a broken fellowship with His Heavenly Father 
upon the cross. His cry - “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me” manifested to 
the world that there was no fellowship between 
Himself and His Father during those dark 
agonizing hours upon the cross. He was in 
the throes of Hell, and so were all the suffer- 
ings of Hell upon Him for everyone for whom 
He died, as a broken companionship and fel- 
lowship existed between Him and His Father 
comparable to eternity for all for whom He 
died, yet to the mere passer-by it was only for 
a few hours. It has been well expressed that 
Christ took upon Himself the form of a serpent 
during those awful hours of broken fellowship 
between Himself and His Father. The serpent 
is the figure of sin, and Moses in the wilder- 
ness held up before his people a brazen serpent, 
and all of his people who had been bitten 
by a serpent or a venomous reptile could look 
upon that brazen serpent and live. But if one 
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was bitten and refused to look upon the ser- 
pent he died. The serpent held up by Moses 
was the figure of Christ on the cross to be 
fulfilled many years later as the eradicator of 
the poison of sin within the individual. And 
later Christ Himself refers to its fulfillment 
in Him when He says - “As Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up.” John 3:14. This 
lifting up of Christ enshrouded and cloaked 
in the sins of others, but He Himself not having 
committed their sins, took upon Himself the 
form of sin which was the serpent that came 
between Him and His Heavenly Father. That 
which came between Him and His Father being 
sin in the ugly form of a serpent caused His 
Heavenly Father to have a broken companion- 
ship with Him and broken fellowship during 


those agonizing dark hours upon the cross. This 
brought forth “His Forsaken Cry” to His 
Father. A few hours of such atoning sacrifice 
and infinitude of agonizing sufferings for all 
for whom He died were stepped up to the 
equivalent of an eternity of sufferings which 
was due us but which he assumed for us. God 
not being able to look with any pleasure upon 
that awful sight of a serpent enshrouding His 
Son, instead of being able to look upon His 
sinless and stainless Son, let sin invoke its 
vengeance upon His innocent Son and cloud 
Him from the view of His Father. This was 
the price that Christ paid for you and me, and 
the price that the love of God was willing to 
give, that we might be redeemed and set free 
from sin and live eternally with Him. 


Overtures to the Ninety Eighth General Assembly 


I 


The Presbytery of St. Johns respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to rule as to whether 
the Baptism of the Roman Catholic Church should 
be honored, when members, formerly affiliated 
with that Church, are received into the fellowship 
of our Presbyterian Church. 


II 


The Presbytery of Charleston overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to make an in thesi deliverance on 
the following subjects: 


1. Shall an elder who is on inactive status due to 
the limited service plan be elected to the Board 
of Deacons? If so, what is his status as an 
Elder? 


2. When a person on inactive status as either 
Elder or Deacon is again elected to active status, 


shall he be re-examined before his installation or 
not? 


3. We ask that the General Assembly plan to make 
whatever Constitutional changes that might be 
necessary in the light of the above, since they 
do not appear in the Planned Revision with 
the above answered. 


III 


Whereas, Candidates for licensure and ordina- 
tion are often in need of guidance in determining 
the fundamentals of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, which they are required to accept, and 


Whereas, The Length and form of the Confession 
render it difficult to present clearly and persua- 
sively to prospective elders and deacons, and 


Whereas, For the same reasons, the Confession 
is of limited use in instructing laymen who are 


increasingly desirous of learning the beliefs of our 
Church, and 
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Whereas, Piecemeal modification of the Confes- 


sion is not a feasible way of meeting the needs 
indicated, and 


Whereas, The brief statement adopted by the 
1913 Assembly and bound with the Confession and 
Catechisms by the order of the 1931 Assembly is 


no longer fully adequate for the needs indicated 
above, and 


Whereas, A Committee of the Presbyterian Al- 
liance, with which fruitful communication might 
be established, is at present working on a brief 
statement of the Reformed Faith, and 


Whereas, Our Church is looking forward to 
the observance of a Centennial in which we shall 


seek to relate our heritage constructively to the 
future. 


Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of 
Hanover overture the forthcoming General Assem- 
bly as follows: 


1. That the Assembly create an ad interim com- 
mittee, not exceeding 15 in number, composed 
of persons loyal to our tradition, competent in 
theology, and gifted in addressing the lay mind, 
to draw up a brief statement of faith. 


2. That this statement be presented for adoption 
by a subsequent Assembly, not as a standard of 
the Church, but for purposes of guidance and 
instruction. 


3. That the Assembly delegate to its Nominating 
Committee the responsibility of selecting and ap- 
pointing the persons to compose the proposed 
ad interim committee. 


4. That the ad interim committee be instructed 
to present progress reports to each succeeding 
Assembly and a final report, if possible, to the 
1961 Assembly. 


IV 


Whereas, in the Presbytery of Winchester there 
are 44 Churches comprising 16 fields, and this 
makes for multiple representation with reference 
to Ruling Elders at Presbytery, and 
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Whereas, our system of government is that of 
representation, our present system of representa- 
tion does not appear quite equitable where larger 
congregations are concerned; for example, these 
figures are the sum of communing members served 
by one Pastor with the number of Ruling Elders 
representing them at Presbytery: 225 by 3, 153 
by 3, 245 by 3, 212 by 3, 144 by 3, and 85 by 4. 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Winchester re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly to 
amend the Book of Church Order, paragraph 70, to 
provide for a more equitable representation for 
larger churches, as the present ratio does not 
appear equitable. 


v 


The Presbytery of Brazos respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States to amend the Confession of 
Faith by approving the deletion of Sections III, 
IV, and VII from Chapter III. 


vI 


Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States proclaims a Gospel that is universal and 
not regional in its application; and 


Whereas, the Commission of the Church is to 
proclaim the Gospel wherever and in whatever 
place there may be persons who have not received 
Jesus Christ as Saviour; and 


Whereas, Presbyterians not only number less 
than 2% of the total population of these United 
States, but also exhibit a far smaller rate of 
growth than many other Evangelical denomina- 
tion: now therefore; 


Be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Louisiana 
does respectfully overture the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
to appoint an interim committee to study the 
feasibility of enlarging the territorial boundaries 
of the Church. 


vil 


Resolved, that the Synod of Georgia overture the 
General Assembly that, if the way be clear, it 
erect for the Negro Churches of Georgia, a sep- 
arate presbytery known as the Presbytery of 
Georgia which shall be a presbytery of this Synod. 


Vill 


The Presbytery of Savannah overtures the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States as follows: 


The Presbytery of Savannah overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to suspend the change in the book 
of Church Order (Par. 107, Book of Church Order), 
if it becomes the law of our Church, in regard 
to the Independent Presbyterian Church of Savan- 
nah, Georgia, so that this church may be regarded 
as a church of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States as far as its Candidates for the 
Ministry are concerned. (If this be done, young 
men of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, may be taken under the care of Savan- 
nah Presbytery without changing membership to 
one of our churches). 


IX 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi adopted 
the — overture to the 1958 General As- 
sembly: 
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Take such steps as are proper to see that agency 
secretaries and others in places of leadership in 
the conduct of its affairs uphold the dignity and 
sanctity of our Church. 


x 


Whereas, we, the Presbytery of North Mississippi, 
have discussed the Report of the Council on 
Christian Relations entitled “Freedom—the Chris- 
tion Concept,” we sincerely believe that the solu- 
tion to all problems lies in the conscience of each 
person and that that conscience will grow, develop, 
and mature as the individual person learns the 
truth about God: 


Whereas, we believe that by far the greater 
majority of our members would agree that it 
would be better for such reports to be in the 
hands of commissioners and receive as wide a 
circulation within our denomination as possible 
before coming to General Assembly for action; and 


_ Whereas, we are certain that such previous 
information would make the task of every con- 
scientious commissioner an easier one; 


Therefore, we, the Presbytery of North Missis- 
sippi, respectfully overture General Assembly to 
REQUIRE all reports of such nature to be in- 
cluded in the Blue Book, and to consider the 
possibility of publishing the Blue Book in two 
sections, the first to contain material of the char- 
acter which by its nature calls for mature, sus- 
tained consideration and deliberation, and that 
this section be published and circulated at a date 
early enough to be in the hands of the commis- 
sioners at least before the spring meeting of the 
various presbyteries; the second, to contain all 
of the detailed reports of the various agencies, 
and which cannot well be prepared until after the 
close of the church year. 


XI 


The Presbytery of Mississippi respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to change the method 
of setting up Chairmen of each of the Standing 
Committees from appointment by the retiring mod- 
erator, to appointment by a committee consisting 
of the retiring moderator as chairman, the Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly, and the Chairman of the 
Permanent Committee on the Office of the General 
Assembly. 


XII 


The Presbytery of Greenbrier overtures the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States as follows: 


In view of the greatly increased cost and in- 
convenience of holding the meetings of the General 
Assembly in various cities, we request the General 
Assembly to confer with the administration and 
trustees of Montreat College to the end that ar- 
rangements be made which will make it possible 
for the General Assembly ordinarily to hold its 
stated meetings at Montreat, the conference site 
of our church. 


XII 


The Synod of Texas overtures the General As- 
sembly to create an Ad Interim Committee of 
capable and apt persons to study the feasibility 
and desirability of - 


a. Maximum reserves required and/or permitted to 
be held by each agency. 
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b. Distribution of existing reserves, as determined 
to exceed the maximum quantity defined in 
section (a) above. 


ce. The creation of a central investment agency 
for endowment funds and the operation of a 
Presbyterian Mortgage Agency. 


d. A plan of more fully equalizing receipts among 
General Assembly’s Agencies and a Central 
Treasurer to handle such funds. 


e. Uniform practices of auditing and accounting 
for all agencies. 


f. Separation of the business activities, such as 
printing and annuities, from the program phase. 


g. Restrictions upon the Boards concerning the 


transfers of undesignated funds to endowment 
funds. 


XIV 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi overtures 
the General Assembly of 1958 to take the follow- 
ing action: 


Take all needed steps to see that the agencies 
of the Church abide by the standards of our 
Church in literature and plans presented to our 
churches. 


XV 


A PETITION TO THE PRESBYTERY OF 
CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI by the Session of 
Central Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi, 
September 30, 1957. 


A Word of Explanation to the Central Congregation 


The members of this church know that we have 
been deeply concerned about certain prevailing 
attitudes and conditions in our Southern Presby- 
terian Church. The Elders of this church have en- 
deavored to give this whole matter the most mature 
consideration. They believe the solution to this 
problem should be sought through the official chan- 
nels of the Church. Therefore, the following peti- 
tion will be sent to the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi with the request that it be forwarded 
to the General Assembly as an overture. Your 
Elders have endeavored to speak the truth in 
love and moderation. It is hoped that, at least 
for the present, this congregation will let the mat- 
ter rest with this communication and that we may 
have the mind and spirit to proceed with the work 
of our local church in the fullest way. 


The Petition and Overture 


The Session of Central Presbyterian Church 
earnestly requests the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi to send the following petition as an 
overture from this Presbytery to the General As- 
sembly. 


The concern of this petition is for “the peace, 
unity, edification, and purity” of our local church 
and all others in the Assembly. 


The Session of the Central Church in making 
this petition to the Presbytery seeks to have its 
voice heard through this proper and official channel 
of communication between a local church and the 
General Assembly. 


In the making of this plea we want to reaffirm 
what we trust is recognized as being true of this 
church — namely, that under no condition are 
we willing for any message in the Word of God 
to be silenced. Our earnest plea is for a continuing 
opportunity to live and serve as a congregation 
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under a true and balanced interpretation of God’s 
Word. 


We do want it understood that we are not trying 
to speak for any other church. We believe that 
others share our present concern, but we do not 
presume or infer that we speak for them. 


Our major concern consists of three elements, on 
each of which we have endeavored to take a con- 
structive and Christian approach. These matters 
of our concern are as follows: 


1. 


Our concern is for A RETURN TO CHRISTIAN 
PERSUASION AND MODERATION. 


The power of Jesus over men was, and has 
always continued to be, the power of persuasion. 
History teaches that when the church has departed 
from Christ’s example it has lost its unity, its 
purity and its spiritual power. 


The practical meaning of this Christian attitude 
of persuasion and moderation has been expressed 
in these words: “We cannot make living things 
grow with a sledge hammer no matter how hard 
we pound.” 


We believe that since the General Assembly took 
its original action on the race question in 1954 
there has been a growing tendency to pressure the 
Church to accept the integration of the races, and 
as time has gone on, culminating in 1957, the 
efforts to have the churches accept integration have 
been carried to the extreme. We realize that 
we are a part of the deep south where the attitudes 
toward the race question run deep with much 
feeling, but the subject of this petition is not 
what should be done about the race problem but 
the ways and means that are being used in pre- 
senting this controversial issue. 


In behalf of understanding on our part and in 
fairness to the Boards and Agencies of the General 
Assembly, we remember that over three years ago 
the decision was made to have a special emphasis 
each year in the program of the church. So three 
years ago the emphasis of Christian Citizenship 
was scheduled for the year 1957. It is clear that 
those responsible for promoting Christian Citizen- 
ship this year did not hastily and impulsively de- 
termine to promote Christian Citizenship at this 
particular time of crisis. 


However, with the former declarations of the 
Assembly and with the incorporation of that ma- 
terial into many of our church publications, plus 
the materials for the emphasis this year on Chris- 
tian Citizenship, plus the report of the Council 
on Christian Relations on “Freedom — the Chris- 
tian Concept’’—all of which, when added together, 
have had the practical effect, we believe, of pres- 
surizing beyond the full limits of Christian per- 
suasion and moderation. 


We understand that the emphasis for 1958 is 
on the Church. There is ample evidence to believe 
that we stand in great need of a truer and fuller 
understanding and appreciation of the nature and 
the function of the church. We make a plea that 
this emphasis on the Church be so presented that 
this study may not be resisted and neglected be- 
cause of the constant injection of the race problem, 
and in doing so we will not miss the mark of Paul’s 
appeal: “Let your moderation be known unto 
all men.” 


2. 


Our concern is for CERTAIN REVISIONS IN 
OUR CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS. 
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The Central Church believes that our Church 
School materials should be the best available for 
our spiritual growth, and we are making a sincere 
effort to use our Presbyterian materials through- 
out our Church School. But these materials have 
become more and more objectionable and less 
adequate. We believe that the Word of God is 
being shifted from the center toward the circum- 
ference and that our Presbyterian doctrines are 
not receiving the historic and proper emphasis. 
We believe that our people must be trained to 
live and serve in a modern world but we cannot 
see how this is to be done if the by-products and 
the circumference benefits are to occupy the pri- 
mary focus in our Church School literature. 


To us the most objectionable and least adequate 
of our Church School materials are the PIONEER 
TRAILS and PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH, and for 
these we are given no option as they are the only 
publications for this part of the training of our 
youth. 


As it happens our whole attitude toward our 
Church School materials, including our spirit of 
“brotherly love and affection,” has been stated 
in a splendid way by the Elders of the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church of Montgomery, Alabama, in 
their communication to the Board of Christian 
Education. And we ask that this Trinity Church 
statement, a copy of which is attached hereto, be 
considered as supporting evidence for this petition.* 


3. 


Our concern is that WE BE GIVEN THE OP- 
PORTUNITY TO CONSERVE THE GOOD IN 
OUR CHURCH. 


Under God’s blessing we have been given a 
church with a worthy degree of unity, purity, 
and consecration and we believe it to be our duty 
to conserve those God-given gifts. We have be- 
lieved and continue to believe in living according 
to our Presbyterian principles in great devotion 
and loyalty to the Assembly and its causes and 
programs. We are concerned about the preserva- 
tion of this kind of a church. We are fearful 
that as we live under the conditions indicated above 
that the wheat will be destroyed with the tares 
and we will lose many of the gains that we have 
made. A very wise man has asked this question 
in his exposition of the parable of the tares: ““When 
has the church undertaken to uproot her heresies 
without uprooting also her gentleness and her 
courageous quest for truth?” 


If we are not given a better chance to conserve 
the good of our Church certain inevitable conse- 
quences may fall upon us. 


Specifically, we mean this: Our loyalty to the 
General Assembly in the minds and hearts of our 
people may be shaken; our confidence in our 
Church School literature may be so weakened that 
we will have no choice but to turn from it, even 
though we do not know of an adequate substitute; 
the stewardship of our possessions may be so 
jeopardized that our contributions to the Assembly’s 
causes will fall far below a worthy standard of 
giving; and with all of this, we too may lose our 
“gentleness and our courageous quest for the 
truth,” thus becoming a part of that which we 
now strive and plead against. 


With the greatest devotion for Christ and His 
Church, we have made a sincere effort to state 
our loyalties, hopes, fears and needs. We make 
our plea to the General Assembly and to the 
Boards and Agencies of our Church to give due 
consideration to us that we may continue to work 
together one for all and all for one in and for 
the Church of our Lord. 
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Since our sole aim and purpose is to find a good 
solution to our problem we are not zealous for 
any particular method so long as it is tempered 
with love and fairness to all. However, in so far 
as we can see, it would be the part of wisdom 
for the services of the General Council to be 
called upon since the General Council, with its 
position among the Boards and Agencies and its 
knowledge of Assembly matters, is in a position 
to give great assistance in bringing about some 
corrective measures in the near future. 


Therefore, the Session of Central Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, Mississippi earnestly requests 
that the following overture, with the preceding 
petition attached, be sent from the Central Missis- 
sippi Presbytery to the General Assembly: 


Resolved, that the Central Mississippi Presby- 
tery respectfully overtures the General Assem- 
bly that the General Council be authorized and 
instructed to proceed at the earliest possible 
moment to a study of the matters mentioned 
above and other related matters, and to bring 
about as soon as possible any corrective changes 
mutually agreeable between the General Coun- 
cil and any Board or Agency in so far as the 
changes agreed upon lie within the framework 
of the standards and authorizations placed upon 
said Board or Agency by the Assembly, and 
that the General Council report to the General 
Assembly at its 1959 meeting the changes that 
were agreed upon and executed, and recommen- 
dations to the Assembly for additional changes 
agreed to by the General Council but not ap- 
proved by the Board or Agency concerned. And 
also, that the General Council study the func- 
tions of each Board and Agency concerned in 
these matters and make such recommendations, 
if any, for needed changes in their respective 
functions as formerly approved by the General 
Assembly. And further, that in the fulfillment 
of this task that the General Council be author- 
ized to secure help from others who are not 
members of the General Council in any way 
that it may see fit. 


Respectfully submitted, 


The Session of the 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Jackson, Mississippi 


* Mimeographed copies of the Trinity Church’s 
letter to the Board of Christian Education may 
be secured in the Office of Central Church. 


XVI 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi overtures 
the 1958 General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, the General Assembly in its meeting 
at Orlando, Florida, in 1951, adopted a procedure 
for “equalizing” the benevolence causes of our 
Church by diverting 5% of the funds from their 
original causes into an Equalization Fund (M.G.A., 
1951, pp. 88-89); and 


Whereas, we do not believe that it is proper 
to divert funds from their original causes and to 
redistribute them; and 


Whereas, we believe that this procedure has 
worked to the detriment of certain causes; (in 
1956 World Missions contributed $152,381.16 to 
the Equalization Fund, and Annuities and Relief 
contributed $28,976.89, and received nothing back; 
while the other Boards and agencies received back 
much more than they contributed.) 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Central Mississippi 
respectfully overtures the General Assembly to 
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abolish the Equalization Fund as a means of 
financing the causes of the Church which are be- 
hind in their budget receipts. 


XVII 


The Presbytery of Mississippi overtures the 1958 
General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, the General Assembly in its meeting 
at Orlando, Florida, in 1951, adopted a procedure 
for “equalizing” the benevolent causes of our As- 
sembly by diverting 5% of the funds from their 
original causes into an Equalization Fund (G. A. 
Minutes, 1951, pp. 88-89): and 


Whereas, we do not believe it proper to divert 
funds from their original causes and to redis- 
tribute them; and 


Whereas, we believe this procedure has worked 
to the detriment of certain causes; (in 1956 
World Missions contributed $152,381.16 to the 
Equalization fund, and Annuities and Relief con- 
tributed $28,976.89, and received nothing back; 
while the other agencies received back far more 
than they contributed.) 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Mississippi respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly to abolish 
the Equalization Fund as a means of financing 
the causes of the Church which are behind in 
their budget receipts. 


XVIII - XXVII 


The Presbyteries of Birmingham, Florida, 
Suwannee, Westminster, Athens, Guerrant, New 
Orleans, Albemarle, Bethel and Hanover overture 
the General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, Industry in the South has been grow- 
ing at a tremendously rapid rate in recent years, 
and all indications point to an even greater in- 
dustrial growth in the future; and 


Whereas, This industrial growth means a cor- 
responding increase in the number of industrial 
workers in the South, for whom the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is responsible through the Commis- 
sion of Christ our Lord; and 


Whereas, The Presbyterian Church, U.S., is by 
and large failing to provide such a ministry; and 
furthermore is ill-prepared and untrained, and 
generally is unaware of the need, for reaching 
this great segment of our population for Christ; 


Therefore, we ask the General Assembly to 
request the Board of Church Extension 


(1) to undertake immediate action of such a 
nature as will lead our Church, and guide its 
ministry, in effectively reaching the great num- 
bers of Southern workers in industry who are 
generally untouched by the present ministry of 
our Church; and 


(2) to take steps looking toward the establish- 
ment of a Division, or Department, in the Board’s 
executive organization for the purpose of pro- 
viding that full-time, competent staff assistance 
which even now is greatly needed. 


XXVIII 


The Presbytery of Brazos overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, Industry in the South has been grow- 


ing at a very rapid rate in recent years with a 
corresponding increase in the number of “laboring 
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people” in the South, for whom the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., should feel a direct and definite 
responsibility; and 


Whereas, the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has 
lagged in reaching this segment of the population 
because of a lack of understanding, a lack of 
information, and a lack of concern for these 
potential brothers in Christ: 


Therefore, The Presbytery of Brazos respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., to request the Board of 
Church Extension: 


(1) to undertake immediate action of such a 
nature as will lead our Church, and guide its 
ministry, in effectively reaching the great num- 
bers of Southern laboring people who, as yet, 
are generally untouched by the present ministry 
of our Church; and 


(2) to take steps looking toward the establish- 
ment of a Division, or Department, of Industrial 
Relations, in the Board’s executive organization 
for the purpose of providing that full-time, com- 
petent staff assistance which even now is greatly 
needed can be made available. 


XXIX & XXX 


The Presbyteries of Kings Mountain and Mont- 
gomery overture the General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, Industry in the South has been grow- 
ing at a tremendously rapid rate in recent years, 
and all indications point to an even greater in- 
dustrial growth in the future, and 


Whereas, this industrial growth means a cor- 
responding increase in the number of “laboring 
people” in the South, for whom the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is responsible through the Commis- 
sion of Christ our Lord; and 


Whereas, the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is in 
many places failing to provide such a ministry 


Therefore, we ask the General Assembly to 
request the Board of Church Extension 


(1) To undertake immediate action of such 
nature as will lead our Church, and guide its min- 
istry, in effectively reaching the great numbers 
of Southern laboring people who, as yet, are gen- 
erally untouched by the present ministry of our 
Church. 


(2) To take steps looking toward the establish- 
ment of a Division, or Department, in the Board’s 
executive organization for the purpose of pro- 
viding that full-time, competent staff assistance 
which even now is greatly needed. 


XXXI 


The Presbytery of St. Johns adopted the fol- 
lowing overture: 


Whereas, industry in the south has been grow- 
ing at a tremendously rapid rate in recent years, 
and all indications point to an even greater indus- 
trial growth in the future; and 


Whereas, this industrial growth means a corre- 
sponding increase in the number of “laboring 
people” in the South, for whom the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is responsible through the commis- 
sion of Christ our Lord: 


Therefore, the Presbytery of St. Johns respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States to request 
the Board of Church Extension to: 
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1. Undertake immediate action of such a nature 
as will lead our Church, and guide its ministry, 
in effectively reaching the great numbers of 
Southern Laboring People who, as yet, are gen- 
— by the present ministry of our 
Church. 


2. Take steps looking toward the establishment 
of a Division or Department, in the Board’s execu- 
tive organization for the purpose of providing 
that full-time, competent staff assistance which 
even now is so greatly needed; and 


8. Request the supporting Synods of our four 
Theological Schools to urge our Seminaries to 
consider directing field work in industrial areas, 
training classes for students, and the establish- 
ment of a chair on the Industrial Ministry. 


XXXII 


The Presbytery of South Texas overtures the 
General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, Industry in the South has been grow- 
ing at a tremendously rapid rate in recent years, 
and all indications point to an even greater indus- 
trial growth in the future; and 


Whereas, This industrial growth means a corre- 
sponding increase in the number of “laboring peo- 
ple’ in the South, for whom the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is responsible through the Commis- 
sion of Christ our Lord; and 


Whereas, The Presbyterian Church, U.S., needs 
a structure for preparing, training and reaching 
this great segment of our population for Christ; 


Therefore, the Presbytery of South Texas re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly to re- 
quest the Board of Church Extension to undertake 
immediate action of such a nature as will lead 
our Church, and guide its ministry, in effectively 
reaching the great numbers of Southern laboring 
people who, as yet, are generally untouched by 
the present ministry of our Church. 


XXIII & XXXIV 


The Presbyteries of Lexington-Ebenezer and 
re overture the General Assembly as 
ollows: 


(1) to undertake immediate action to lead our 
Church and guide its ministry in effectively 
reaching the great numbers of Southern laboring 
people who, as yet, are generally untouched by 
the present ministry of our Church. 


(2) to take steps looking toward the establish- 
ment of a Division or Department, in the executive 
organization, for the purpose of providing the 
full-time competent staff assistance which is even 
now greatly needed. 


XXXV 


Recognizing the rapid industrial development 
within the bounds of our Church, and realizing 


_ that the ministry to the industrial workers of the 
_ South is an increasing and challenging part of 


our Home Mission work, the Presbytery of Lex- 
ington respectfully overtures the General Assem- 
bly to request and authorize the Board of Church 
Extension to give increased guidance to our 


_ churches in this ministry, particularly through a 
_ Department in the Board, with staff leadership 


which would be equipped for this important service. 


XXXVI 


Believing that the industrial development within 
the area served by our General Assembly presents 
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an opportunity and a challenge to extend the work 
of the Church into these areas, and that such an 
undertaking can best be planned, promoted, and 
carried out from the Assembly level, the Presbytery 
of Charleston overtures the General Assembly to 
authorize a “Department of Industrial Church” 
within the organization of the present Board of 
Church Extension. 


XXXVII 


The Synod of Mississippi in session in Memphis, 
Tennessee, June 18-20, 1957, took the following 
action, which is duly reported in the minutes of 
that meeting, Volume X, Number 9, page 646: 


“The Synod of Mississippi overtures the General 
Assembly to ask its Board of Christian Educa- 
tion to seek ways and means of more effectively 
teaching the catechisms.” 


XXXVIII 


Whereas, the Board of Annuities and Relief 
is the custodian of vast sums of money for our 
Church which must be conservatively invested and 
held against the day of claim; and 


Whereas, congregations in every part of the As- 
sembly are continually borrowing funds for con- 
struction and expansion; and 


Whereas, it would appear to be mutually helpful 
for the Board to derive a higher rate of interest 
from loans than it is now getting from invest- 
ments, and for congregations to be able to bor- 
row money for construction purposes at a lower 
rate of interest than now charged by banks; 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Holston overtures 
the Ninety-eighth General Assembly to direct and 
instruct the Board of Annuities and Relief to take 
the necessary steps for the establishment of a 
Loan Department through which a portion of the 
funds held in trust can be made available to 
churches for construction purposes with such securi- 
ties required as may be needed to safeguard the 
funds. 


XXXIX 


The Presbytery of Charleston respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to remove the Division 
of Christian Relations from under the Board of 
Church Extension. 


XL 


The Presbytery of Florida, in session in Panama 
City, overtures the General Assembly to take such 
steps as are necessary to separate the Department 
of Church Relations from the Board of Church 
Extension. 


XLI 


The Presbytery of Harmony respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to dissolve the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations of the Board of 
Church Extension. 


XLII 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi adopted 
the following as an overture to the 1958 General 
Assembly: 


Whereas, the Ninety-Seventh General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
approved a report entitled “Freedom — The Chris- 
tian Concept,” prepared by the Council on Chris- 
tian Relations; and 


PAGE 15 





Whereas, said report was not published in the 
Blue Book for commissioners for that General 
Assembly so as to give said commissioners an 
opportunity to study same before being called 
upon to approve said report; and 


Whereas, said report purports to speak for 
the Church on current social, political and economic 
matters, about which individual Christians, exer- 
cising the right of private judgment, may con- 
scientiously and sincerely differ; and 


Whereas, such deliverances by the Church are 
expressly prohibited by Chapter XXXIII, Section IV 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith, as follows: 


“Synods and Councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical: and are 
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which con- 
cern the commonwealth unless by way of humble 
petition in cases extraordinary; or by way of 
advice for satisfaction of conscience, if they be 
thereunto required by the civil magistrate;’” and 


Whereas, such deliverances by the Church are 
also in direct conflict with Section XII of the 
Brief Statement of Beliefs drawn from the stan- 
dards of the Church, as same appears in the 
bound volume of said Confession of Faith, wherein 
the mission of the Church is set forth as follows: 


- 


. . The church exists to bring to Christ 
those whom the Father has given Him and to 
establish the Redeemer’s kingdom. The mission 
is spiritual, and its work is to witness to the 
truth of God to the ends of the earth and to 
preach the gospel to all men in every generation. 
We believe a the separation of church and state 
; an 


Whereas, the Council on Christian Relations is 
an agency of the Church which is a source of 
unnecessary friction and strife within our Church, 
and one which is harming our Church more than 
it is helping it; 


Now, therefore, the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi respectfully overtures the Ninety- 
Eighth General Assembly: 


1. That necessary steps be taken to insure that 
in the future no reports of Church Boards, Coun- 
cils or Agencies, requiring action thereon by the 
General Assembly, shall be eligible for considera- 
tion by such General Assembly unless such reports 
are published in the Blue Book for commissioners 
to that General Assembly, so that the commissioners 
will have an opportunity to read and study such 
reports before being called upon to vote for the 
approval of same. 


2. That it (the General Assembly) go on 
record as disapproving the action of the Ninety- 
Seventh General Assembly wherein it approved 
said report “Freedom — The Christian Concept.” 


3. That the Assembly abolish the Council on 
Christian Relations. 


XLII 


The Presbytery of Mississippi meeting in an ad- 
journed session at Brookhaven, Mississippi, Febru- 
ary 11, 1958, overtures the General Assembly 
meeting at Charlotte, N. C., April 24, 1958, to 
abolish the Council on Christian Relations, for 


Whereas, this council has embarrassed the good 
name of our Church, and by its radical departure 
from the separation of Church and state has en- 
tered into the field of socialism and politics and 
has used pressure on matters in which there is 
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considerable disagreement as to the teaching of 
the Word of God; and 


Whereas, the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States should not take action with reference to 
current social, political, and economic problems, 
but that said Church should confine itself to its 
mission as set forth in Section 12 of the Confession 
of Faith which provides as follows: 


“. . . The Church exists to bring to Christ 
those whom the Father has given Him and to 
establish the Redeemer’s kingdom. The mission 
of the Church is spiritual and its work is to 
witness to the truth of God to the ends of the 
earth and to preach the gospel to all men in 
every generation. We believe in the separation 
of Church and state...” 


The Church’s mission is more specifically set 
forth in Chapter XXIII, Section IV, which provides 
as follows: 


“Synods and councils are to handle and con- 
clude nothing but that which is ecclesiastical 
and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs 
which concern the commonwealth unless by way 
of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or by 
way of advice for satisfaction of conscience 
if they are thereunto requested by the Civil 
magistrate.” 


Whereas, this Council keeps our Church stirred 
up in a most distressing manner and is dividing 
our Church and hurting the different benevolent 
causes of the Assembly (this is proved by over- 
tures sent to Presbytery stating “the Session of 
this Church feels that it will be at liberty to 
withhold any portion of the Assembly’s benevo- 
lences which might be used to provide support 
for said Council on Christian Relations, until such 
further time as the Assembly may see fit to 
abolish said Council on Christian Relations.’’) 


Whereas, our General Assembly in committing 
our Church to deal with such political, social and 
economic matters not only violates the spiritual 
mission of the Church, but has virtually denied 
the right of the private and individual judgment 
to its members and thus under the pretext of 
defending and protecting freedom in undertaking 
to bind the consciences of the members of the 
Church with these man-made opinions and judg- 
ments; 


The Presbytery of Mississippi believes that for 
the peace and purity and harmony of our Church 
this Council must be dissolved and the Church al- 
lowed to move “Forward with Christ.” 


XLIV 


Whereas, the report of the Council on Christian 
Relations to the Ninety-Seventh General Assembly 
dealt solely with the so-called social gospel, and 
— no reference to the Gospel of Redemption, 
an 


Whereas, this Council through its Secretary con- 
tinues to circularize the church with literature 
for the evident purpose of over-riding the con- 
science and up-rooting Christian principles of 
long standing, and 


Whereas, a recent pamphlet entitled “Freedom 
—The Christian Concept” has been sent to the 
Women of the Church which advocates integration 
as a Christian duty, together with study books, 
many of which deal with social, economic and 
political questions primarily, and 


Whereas, the use of our Assembly literature by 
all organizations of the church is mandatory, and 
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yet the source of much of this literature comes 
from such institutions as Yale, Harvard and Co- 
lumbia, rather than from those of our own Assem- 
bly who are well grounded in the faith and historic 
principles of our own Church, and 


Whereas, not only the funds of our own 
Church are used in these divisive tactics, but 
thousands of dollars from an outside organization 
whose ideologies are antagonistic to the principles 
which have guided our Church for almost a cen- 
tury, and 


Whereas, if this Christian Relations Council is 
allowed to continue in its well-fixed purposes, 
a rift in the life of our Assembly will become 
irreparable, and much of the efforts needed in 
all the important work of evangelization will be 
dissipated in ill-will and useless strife, therefore 


Be it resolved, that the Presbytery of Tusca- 
loosa, in no uncertain terms, records our dis- 
pleasure and disapproval of the actions of this 
committee and its Secretary, and 


Be it further resolved, that we hereby humbly 
and respectfully urge all others of our Church 
at large not to remain silent and submissive, but 
to raise a voice of protest against this unwarranted 
interference with what we believe to be the 
spiritual convictions of a large majority of the 
membership of our Church, and 


Be it further resolved, that we request that the 
General Assembly completely dissolve its Division 
of Christian Relations of the Board of Church 
Extension. 


XLV 


Because of the broad scope and controversial 
nature of the issue arising out of the relationship 
of the races in our Southland with its close ties 
~ so — of our Christian heritage and present 
ife, an 


Whereas, during the past few years there has 
been a rising level of controversy on matters of 
this nature, and more particularly last year at 
Montreat our leadership permitted a speaker the 
privilege of addressing the Women’s Conference 
on an issue of this nature, and the speaker dis- 
regarded and ignored the views of a number of 
those present, with a lack of normal courtesy. 


Be it resolved, that we the Presbytery of Enoree 
overture the General Assembly as follows: 


That the Assembly take proper steps to instruct 
the Executive Secretaries of its several boards 
to use extreme care and diligence in selecting 
its speakers and developing its programs in 
order to insure a high level of Christian harmony 
within the Church. 


XLVII 


Whereas, the General Assembly of 1954, and 
of each subsequent year, has taken action sup- 
porting the ruling of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which declared unconstitutional the 
maintenance of public schools segregated on the 
basis of race, and 


Whereas, in order to circumvent the ruling 
of the Supreme Court, citizens in some areas 
served by the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States have proposed the use of church buildings 
to conduct private segregated public schools, sup- 
ported either by private or public funds, and 


Whereas, the Book of Church Order, paragraph 60, 
states, “Every Court has the right to resolve ques- 
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tions of doctrine and discipline seriously proposed, 
and in general to maintain truth and righteous- 
ness, condemning erroneous opinions and practices 
which tend to the injury of the peace, purity or 
progress of the Church,” 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Lexington respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly, for the 
guidance of pastors and sessions facing this issue, 
to rule as to whether or not it is proper for mem- 
ber churches of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to permit the use of their buildings 
and facilities for schools designed to circumvent 
the Supreme Court ruling through the maintenance 
of segregation on the basis of race. 


XLVIII 


The Presbytery of Potomac respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to record opposition 
to the use of any facilities owned by a congrega- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States for the establishment of schools, public or 
private, supported as a whole or in part by state 
or community funds for the purpose of evading 
decrees of the Courts of the United States relative 
to segregation of the races in the public schools, 
such usage being contrary both to the Assembly’s 
deliverance on segregation and to the historic tra- 
dition of American Presbyterianism regarding the 
separation of Church and State. 


XLIX 


Whereas, the General Assembly in 1954 affirmed 
“that enforced segregation of the races is discrim- 
ination which is out of harmony with Christian 
theology and ethics and that the Church, in its 
relationship to cultural patterns, should lead rather 
than follow”; and 


Whereas, the General Assembly in 1954, having 
in mind the then recent decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States concerning segrega- 
tion, commended “the principle of the decision” 
and also urged “all our people to lend their 
assistance to those charged with the duty of im- 
plementing the decision”; and 


Whereas, these basic positions have been con- 
sistently reaffirmed by each subsequent General 
Assembly; and 


Whereas, in some areas of our church groups 
of citizens have proposed the use of church build- 
ings and facilities for private schools, supported 
either by private subscription or by public funds, 
whose primary purpose would be to circumvent 
the decision of the Supreme Court that segrega- 
tion in the public schools on the basis of race is 
unconstitutional: 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Montgomery re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly to an- 
swer the following question: 


“Is it in accord with the policy and position 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
for its member congregations to allow the use 
of their church buildings and facilities for pri- 
vate schools, supported either by private sub- 
scription or by public funds, whose primary 
purpose is to circumvent the decision of the 
Supreme Court that segregation in the public 
schools on the basis of race is unconstitutional?” 


L 


Whereas, increasing cooperation between the 
Presbyterian Churches, U.S. and U.S.A., is now 
taking place in many of our Synods; and 


PAGE 17 











Whereas, some of the U.S. and U.S.A. churches 
are grouped together in larger parishes, so that 
it is necessary for the U.S.A. ministers to perform 
pastoral functions in certain U.S. churches; and 


Whereas, the performance of these functions 
is seriously hindered by present provisions of the 
Book of Church Order; 


Therefore, the Synod of Missouri respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to amend the Book 
of Church Order as follows: 


Add to Paragraph 62: In certain exceptional 
cases the Presbytery authorize a minister of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. to supply a 
church and have authority to act as moderator 
of its Session, without the right to vote. 


Add to Paragraph 149: In cases where Presby- 
tery has authorized a minister of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.A. to supply a church, the 
congregation shall be permitted to elect him to 
moderate congregational meetings, without the 
right to vote. 


LI 


Whereas, the General Assembly has transmitted 
to the Presbyteries for study and comment a 
rough draft of a revision of The Form of Govern- 
ment of this Church, and 


Whereas, The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa has given 
consideration to the same, and 


Whereas, from the face of the proposed revision 
it is readily apparent that many changes of greater 
or lesser significance are proposed, and 


Whereas, the peace of the Church will be better 
served by a submission of the proposed changes 
separately rather than by a submission of the 
same as a whole: now, 


Therefore, be it resolved by the Presbytery of 
Tuscaloosa that it is earnestly and respectfully 
urged and submitted to the General Assembly, that 
the proposed changes be considered by the General 
Assembly, separately, and not as a whole: 


To the end that such changes may be submitted 
to and considered by the Presbyteries either singly, 
or in appropriate groupings of related changes, 
thereby permitting the Presbyteries to approve 
changes that are good, and to reject changes that 
are bad, without the necessity of rejecting desir- 
able changes because they are inseparably con- 
nected with changes which are not acceptable. 
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for each age group— 


Our Presbyterian Literature 


2% published by the 
wy BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


This PARTY PACK has everything for a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARTY for your CHILD. 
It is suitable for children of all ages— 

It will serve 8 GUESTS. 


PACK CONSISTS of 99 COLORFUL ITEMS 
of the following :— 


1 Fancy Decorated Happy Birthday Table- 
cloth size 58x88. 
1 Delightful Game for the entire party. 


1 Box of Candles for the Birthday Cake. 


AND 8 of each of the following items: 


Plates, Drinking Cups with Handles, Nap- 
kins, Spoons, Forks, Candy or Nut Baskets, 
Fancy Party Hats, Beautiful Party prizes, 
Candle Holders, Large Colorful Balloons, 
Party Invitations, Cards & Envelopes. 
EVERYTHING to make your CHILD’S 
BIRTHDAY PARTY the HAPPIEST DAY 
of the YEAR. 


99 COLORFUL ITEMS ALL IN ONE 
LARGE BOX. 


A $6.00 VALUE — SPECIAL $4.25 — 
POST PREPAID. NO C.O.D. please. 


CASH — CHECK — MONEY ORDER. 
You will be delighted or your money 


back. 
The 
Happy Birthday Party Pack 
5139 North Clark Street, Dept. A. 99 
Chicago 40, Illinois 
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COLLEGE WIDOW wishes position as House 
Mother in Southern School. Reply c/o The 


Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, 
N. C. 
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ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





THE CHILDREN’S PAGE 


The story told on the Children’s Page of 
this issue, also the one in last week’s issue, 
are both true. They were incidents in two 
evangelistic meetings in Arkansas Presbyterian 
churches some years ago, conducted by the 
writer. It was interesting that the school 
teacher was the first convert in one of them; 
she joined a Methodist church six blocks dis- 
tant from the little girl’s church. 


—W.CS. 
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Sudy Won Her Teacher 


che Sreacher Said that even alittle child Could Se 
used of Lie Lor of Ww wWinasoul & CArisgh hecly, (7) 
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wondered about thatassheandk hermother. © enstome 
from née grt Service, Se thought of jet dsc tie 
TRi'ss toh ite living across the Street ‘from her home, Her 
parents had sazd Iniss Ohite was not a member of any 
Church. Prother? she Said, “ che lights Shining tr Mss 
White's Wen Low, May lrunin and peak t& her? Her Moth. 
Lr Consented, Say:rg she would wart atthe gate. Shere 


was a leght tr V225s Chie + dendour, She was Grading exam- 





tration Papers. When She answered ehedy $ knock, Sucy 
greeted her, And Saéa, Mess White leant Come @ 2n, other 
és waiting, but wanted tr ask you to Cae Jesus 
fer your Jarvour, Wet you 2?” (iss lohite patted Judy's 
Cheek and thanked her, uti made no promise, ana vucy 
Yan back to her morher 3uzt Pre'ss White Could nor gee 
ber Inend bact on the &x- aa amination Papers Ror 
Could She Sleep thaz le invitation Zook 

: Possesszon of ber. ext morning She Sought the Pastor of 
a Church nearby. Se was Saved. oe “sed Sudys 
Semele effort 4, Winher. Nets /:2. R= 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 6 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church's Assurance Of Victory 


Background Scripture: John 20:24-31; Ephesians 1:15-23; Revelation 7:9-12 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 1:3-9 


I would like to start with the promise Jesus made when Peter, speaking for the disciples, made 
his great confession of faith: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus said to him, 
Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. Jesus calls the church, “my church.” The church is His: a Purchased Church, purchased 
with His own precious blood; a Protected Church, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; a 


Purified Church, and a Presented Church, for 
He will present her without spot or blemish, as 
His Holy Bride. These facts guarantee victory 
for the church. Her assurance of victory, as 
we shall see as we study this lesson, lies in 
this basic fact: The church is His Church, and 
is bound to be victorious. 


Peter, in our Devotional Reading, speaks of 
the “living hope” which is ours because of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
The Head of the church has conquered death, 
our last great enemy, and since He rose tri- 
umphant from the grave, we may have the 
assurance of victory for us. Our inheritance 
is incorruptible, undefiled, and does not fade 
away, but is reserved in heaven for us. Our 
earthly inheritance will pass on to others when 
we die, but our heavenly inheritance is kept 
for us; it cannot be taken from us. 


Peter also tells us that we will have “mani- 
fold temptations” or trials of our faith, while 
on earth. These things are but “for a season,” 
and if we stand true, will be found unto praise 
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ, whom, having not seen, we love, and 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Peter and Paul both have a great deal to say 
about the trials through which we must pass. 
Paul tells us that we are “more than conquerors 
through Him, that loved us.” Complete and 
full salvation is ours. We are assured of this 
since the church is His Church and we belong 
to Him. 


I. Victory Through Faith: John 20:24-31. 


These verses tell us of the assurance which 
came to Thomas of the resurrection of our 
Lord. Thomas had not been with the others 
when Jesus appeared to them, and when they 
told him the amazing news, he said, Except 
I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
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believe. Eight days after His appearance to 
the other disciples, He again comes into their 
midst, Thomas being present. He is thoroughly 
convinced and cried out, My Lord and My 
God. Then Jesus pronounces a blessing upon 
him, and upon those who should believe, even 
though they did not see Him. 


Then, in verse 31, John gives us the purpose 
of his gospel: But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ; and 
that believing ye might have life through His 
name. This is the victory that overcomes the 
world, even our faith. The Church’s assurance 
of victory is not in her millions of numbers, 
or millions of money, or her power, but solely 
in our faith in Him. He that hath the Son 
of God, hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not life. Life, eternal life, 
is assured to all who are in Him. 


I am afraid that sometimes the church bases 
her assurance of victory upon herself rather 
than upon Him. We count our members and 
our adherents. We look at our cathedrals and 
splendid church buildings and we are tempted 
to trust in ourselves rather than Christ. When 
we are tempted to do this, we should read His 
letter to the church at Laodicea. This church 
was rich and increased with goods, and in their 
own estimation, had need of nothing. The truth 
was that she was wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind and naked. Her need was 
Christ. He was on the outside rather than on 
the inside. Our only assurance of victory is 
Christ; faith in our risen Saviour. 


II. All Things Under His Feet: 
Ephesians 1:15-23. 


Paul is thankful for the faith and love of 
the Ephesian Christians and utters one of his 
great prayers for them. In this prayer he is 
exalting the Lord Jesus Christ as head over 
all things to the church. Paul prays for “big 
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things,” so big that we are overwhelmed by 
them. He prays that God may give them the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowl- 
edge of Him. To know and believe the truth 
about Jesus Christ assures us of victory. Those 
who look upon Christ as merely a great and 
good man, have no such assurance. Other great 
and good men have failed to assure victory. 
It is only as we know Christ in the glory of 
His Deity that we can have real assurance. As 
Jesus said to Peter, flesh and blood does not 
reveal this to us, but only God, only the Father 
of glory. 

He prays that the “eyes of their understand- 
ing’ (or heart) may be enlightened. There 
are people who say, “seeing is believing.” When 
the blind man believed and went on his way, 
his eyes were opened. It is by faith that the 
“eyes of our heart” are opened and we, as 
Moses, see the invisible. “Believing is seeing,” 
Dr. Jowett says. 


When our eyes are thus opened, there are 
several things that we see: (1) the hope of 
his calling. He has called us to life and glory. 
(2) The riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints. The church is “his inheritance” 
God has given it to Him. He will not be 
cheated out of “his inheritance.” No man can 
pluck us out of His hand, or the hand of the 
Father Who has drawn them to Him. (3) The 
working of His mighty power, which He 
wrought in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead. and set Him at His own right hand 
and put all things under His feet and made 
Him to be the head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who filleth all in all. 


Could we imagine a firmer ground of assur- 
ance than we have in this marvelous prayer? 
When we have our spiritual eyes opened; then 
we see what the Father has done through and 
for His Son, then we have the full assurance 
of victory. This is no little triumph that God 
has planned for His Son. Read Psalm 2 and 
see what God says there about His Son: Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth as thy possession. The saints are 
His inheritance, and this inheritance will never 
be taken from Him. He is “making up his 
jewels” and these jewels will not be stolen. He 
goes forth conquering and to conquer and His 
name shall be above every name and every knee 
shall bow to Him. 


Our victory is assured because He is head 
over all, and all things shall be under His feet. 
Our assurance is in Him, not in ourselves. The 
Captain of our Salvation leads only to victory. 
Ill. “A Great Multitude, Which No Man 

Could Number: Rev. 7:9-12. 


He shall see of the travail of his soul and 
shall be satisfied, said Isaiah. How many souls 
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will it take to satisfy the sorrow and pain and 
agony of Gethsemane and the cross? He poured 
out His soul unto death. Will His victory be 
worth all it cost? This passage from Revela- 
tion answers this question. 


Who compose this “great multitude whom no 
man can number”? “All nations, and kindreds, 
and peoples and tongues”. They are coming 
in from the East and West and North and 
South. They are the saved of earth. They 
have come out of great tribulation and have 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 


They are celebrating the victory of the Lamb, 
the One who has washed them from their sins 
and made them kings and priests. They are 
engaged in the greatest “worship service” the 
world ever witnessed. They are singing one 
of the numerous “Doxologies” which we find 
in the book of Revelation: Amen, Blessing, and 
glory and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, 
and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


They are entering upon a career of service 
which will be a joy to them. I often wonder 
just what the saints will be doing as eternity 
rolls on and on. I am sure that it will be a 
delightful service. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. The Lamb will 
be their Shepherd and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of water; and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. To get a fuller 
view of this blessed estate read the concluding 
chapters of Revelation. There will be a city 
that hath foundation, a city without sin. There 
will be a river of the water of life, clear as 
crystal. There will be the tree of life. Over 
the entrance to that city there hangs a Welcome 
Sign. “Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely”. I want to go there; don’t you? 





THE VERDICT OF THE YEARS 


The wise man of the Bible gave this as the 
verdict of the years: “The statutes of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether; more to be 
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold. Moreover by them is thy servant warned, 
and in the keeping of them there is great 
reward.” 


And when Sir Walter Scott felt the sentence 
of death on him, he summoned his son-in-law 
and biographer, Lockhart. When he came into 
the room, Scott said to him: “Lockhart, I may 
have but a minute to speak to you. My dear 
fellow, be a good man. Be virtuous, be religious; 
for nothing else will give you more comfort 
when you come to lie here.” 


—C. E. Macartney, First Presby- 
terian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 6 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Walking With The Savior 


Scripture: Luke 24:13-48 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” 
“The Day of Resurrection” 
“O For A Closer Walk With God” 
“O Master Let Me Walk With Thee” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


One of the basic meanings of the resurrec- 
tion is that we can walk with Christ. We do 
not worship a dead hero of another era, but 
a living, spiritual person whose presence all of 
us can share. We cling not merely to the mem- 
ory of one who lived gloriously and died brave- 
ly, but we enjoy the companionship of the one 
who said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” The Emmaus incident 
is a beautiful illustration of this truth. The 
disciples who were traveling to Emmaus had 
resigned themselves to having lost Jesus for- 
ever. To them death was a very final thing, 
and the horror of the crucifixion reinforced its 
finality. The reports of the women that the 
grave was empty and that Jesus was alive had 
done little to shake the conviction of these two 
that the Lord was permanently dead. So sure 
they were that He was dead that it took a 
long time for them to recognize Him after 
He joined company with them. When it did 
finally dawn on them that Jesus was with them, 
how thrilled they were. Their whole outlook 
on life was changed. 


Christ still walks with those who love Him 
and believe in Him just as surely as He walked 
with those two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
Our speakers will indicate some of the blessings 
and opportunities that come to us when we 
walk with the Saviour. 


First Speaker: 

When we walk with Christ it means that we 
have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Men 
cannot have fellowship with God as long as 
sin is present in their lives. God is light and 
sin is darkness. Light cannot have fellowship 
with darkness. Before there can be any real 
fellowship between man and God, something 
must be done to eradicate man’s sin. Man can- 
not do it himself, so the action must originate 
with God, and it did. “In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because that God 
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that 
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we might live through Him. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us, and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.” I John 4:9-10. When we accept by faith 
what God has done for us in Christ, our sins 
are forgiven and we receive eternal life. “He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.” 
John 3:36. When we receive Him by faith as 
Saviour we begin our walk with Him. 


Second Speaker: 


When we walk with Christ we receive knowl- 
edge of His will for us. We learn what He would 
have us do day by day and how He would 
have us to live. We also learn of His plan 
and purpose for our lives. Sometimes the Lord 
reveals great sections of His plan for us all at 
once, but usually it is a gradual unfolding as 
we have closer and closer fellowship with Him 
as the days go by. The person who walks with 
the Saviour finds these words very meaningful: 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.” Proverbs 3:5,6. The one who 
walks with the Lord has learned to practice 
this advice and to realize this promise. The 
Emmaus disciples understood the things of God 
only after they had walked with the Saviour. 


Third Speaker: 

Walking with Christ means that we shall 
find grace and strength to do His will. As we 
delve into the Christian life, we find that the 
Lord has great things for us to do. If we should 
try to live by our own strength, we would surely 
be defeated at every turn. Just before Jesus 
promised His disciples to be always with them 
He had said that all power in heaven and earth 
was given unto Him. This is the power which 
He channels into our lives as we walk with 
Him and put our trust in Him. As we study 
the life of Paul we wonder how one man could 
have accomplished so much important work. He 
gave his secret of success when he said, “I can 
do all things through Christ which strengthen- 
eth me. Phil. 4:13. 


The same Christ who supplies power for ac- 
complishment also supplies strength to over- 
come temptations. Temptations are sure to 
come, because the Devil is the enemy of Christ 
and of all who bear His name. Peter describes 
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the situation graphically: “Your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour.” I Peter 5:8. In the 
face of such a threat we have a comforting prom- 
ise from our God: “There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.” I Cor. 10:13. The 
sure way of overcoming temptation is to walk 
with the Saviour. 


Fourth Speaker: 


Walking with the Saviour means that we 
shall have opportunity to serve Him. After the 
Emmaus walk Christ revealed to His disciples 
that they were to be His witnesses. They were 
to serve Him by bearing testimony to the Gos- 
pel, the “good news” about Him. We are in- 
deed witnesses as we walk with Christ. By 
our walk with Him we show the world that 
we identify ourselves with Him, and we dem- 
onstrate in our own lives the wonderful things 
He has done for us. The value and power of 





our witness will be determined by the closeness 
of our relation to Christ. The closer we walk 
to Him, the more of His glory we have to show 
to the world. As we walk with Jesus we shall 
share in the experience which John had and 
which he described in these words: “That which 
we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” I John 1:3. 


Program Leader: 


The Emmaus disciples experienced unspeak- 
able joy because they had one walk with the 
Saviour. We can hope that they had many 
more hours of fellowship with Him after that. 
We need to remember that we can have the 
same joy they knew in that first walk, and we 
can have it every day. Christ Jesus still lives 
in a very real way, and He will walk with us 
each day, if we ask Him in faith to do so. Let 
us seriously rededicate ourselves to walking 
more closely with our Saviour. (You may close 
the meeting by offering a prayer yourself, or 
by asking the young people for sentence prayers.) 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Rev. R. M. Hamilton, 
(H.R.) to Fernandina Beach, Florida. 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Report of February, 1958 


Budget for 1958 1,965,965.00 
Receipts to date 88,967.22 
Percentage of Annual 4.53% 


Balance needed for the Year 1,876,997.78 





CHARLES HERBERT WEBSTER 
March 15, 1882 January 21, 1958 


The Reverend Charles Herbert Webster was 
called to his eternal rest January 21, 1958. He 
was a man of great learning and wide experience 
in the field of Christian rare yet a man 
“easy to be entreated,” who never lost “the com- 
mon touch.” He lived a long, full and useful 
life, and we are confident that he has heard his 
Master’s voice, “Well done.” His passing is sure 
to be mourned by many loved ones and friends 
in many places throughout our land. 


A native Alabamian, Mr. Webster was born 
March 15, 1882, at LaPine, where he also lived 
following his retirement, occupying the old family 
home. His father was the late Mr. Charles Hardy 
Webster, his mother the former Miss Anne Asenath 
Norman. Mr. Webster himself was never married. 
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His BA degree was received from Southwestern 
University, Greensboro, Alabama, in 1904; his BD 
degree from Vanderbilt University Divinity School 
in 1910. He did post graduate work at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York., 1910-11; Uni- 
versity of Chicago Divinity School, 1914-15. He 
served as pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, Montgomery, Alabama, 1911-13; 
as a professor in Woman’s College, Montgomery, 
1913-14; and as pastor of the First (Congre- 
gational) Church, Memphis, Tenn., 1915-18. 


In 1930, Mr. Webster transferred to the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., and served as Stated Supply 
and Pastor of the Clio-Pea River group, 1931-46, 
from which field he was honorably retired in 1947. 
He afterwards served as Tempor Supply in the 
Good Hope Church, Benton, Alabama, 1949-50, 
and about the same time, he served the Providence 
church at LeGrand 


Mr. Webster is survived by one sister, Mrs. Mat- 
tie B. Stoddard, LaPine, and her two sons, Charles, 
at Luverne, Alabama, and George, at Winter 
Haven, Florida. We pray that thc; may know 
ar pene of Christ, and be blessed by the heavenly 

ather. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — At the winter meeting of 
the women of the Church in the Presbytery of 
Atlanta, the Atlanta Presbyterial marked its first 
—— Business Session with the election of 
officers. 


This meeting was the Fifty-first Annual Ses- 
sion of the Women of the Church of the area, 
but due to the reorganization last year which 
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called for an annual business session each year 
and convocation every third year, it was also the 
First Annual Business Session. The new plan 
created three area groups within the main organi- 
zation, the East, Central, and West Areas. 


Sixty-five churches were represented at the 1958 
meeting when the following officers were elected: 
East Area Vice-president, Mrs. Otis Baskette; 
Central Area Vice-president, Mrs. L. L. Deck; 
West Area Vice-president, Mrs. Lamar Potts; 
Treasurer, Mrs. H. Gordon Hersh; Historian, Mrs. 
W. H. Berry; Stewardship, Mrs. Lewis Walters; 
Homes, Mrs. Haywood Hill; Christian Education, 
a S. Morrison; World Missions, Mrs. H. M. 

mith. 


Appointed as District Chairmen for three year 
terms were: Mrs. B. B. Crisp and Mrs. George 
Allen for East Area; Mrs. R. M. Sollar for Cen- 
tral Area; Mrs. W. J. Smith and Mrs. J. F. Hay, 
West; and Standing Committee Chairman Mrs. 
R. T. Sykes. 


Mrs. Van P. Enloe, Chairman of Atlanta Pres- 
byterial Executive Committee, was presented an 
Honorary Life Membership pin by Mrs. J. K. 
Orr, past president of the Synodical of Georgia. 


The Rev. T. A. Fry, pastor of Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, spoke on the topic 
“I Believe in the Communion of Saints” from the 
Apostle’s Creed. 


Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy, present Synodical presi- 
dent, gave a message on “A Challenge” based 
on the nature and mission of the Church. Dr. 
Janie W. McGaughey, former executive secretary 
of the Board of Women’s Work, conducted in- 
stallation of the new officers. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — (PN) — The Future of Chris- 
tianity in Asia was the topic chosen by Dr. Hol- 
lington Tong, ambassador to the United States 
from the Republic of China, when he spoke to an 
audience March 2, at the Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant. 


Dr. Tong, introduced as a “devout Presbyterian, 
together with his family,” stated that “the West- 
ern world will be wise to ponder the meaning 
of the events which are now taking place in 
Asia. They are signposts to the danger which is 
confronting the whole Christian world.” 


Dr. Tong explained that the future of Christi- 
anity in Asia is linked with the future of the 
free world. “If there is to be no future for 
the free world, Christianity’s future in Asia would 
be doomed,” he said. “Where Communism pre- 
vails, there is no place for Christianity.” He added 
“There is no place for Christians in the Communist 
scheme of things.” 


Dr. Tong asked, “What should Christian men 
and women do to assure the future of Christianity 
not only in Asia, but in other parts of the world? 


“The only answer is to destroy Communism and 
promote the coming of the Kingdom of God.” 


Dr. Tong was on a two-day visit to New Or- 
leans, his first trip to the city. His stay included 
a visit to the Chinese Presbyterian Church, March 
lst, at a banquet as the honor guest of the 
Chinese colony of New Orleans. There he was 
presented a certificate of honorary citizenship and 
keys to the city of New Orleans. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Thirteen is a lucky number for Pres- 
byterian College. 


President Marshall W. Brown has just completed 
his 13th year as PC’s 13th president. During this 
time the institution, under his direction, has real- 
ized its greatest achievement—and all marks point 
to loftier heights ahead. 


Endowment has increased four-fold in this 
period. Academic standards have been steadily 
raised. Individual faculty salaries stand at more 
than twice their previous scale. A program of 
construction is underway which already finds two 
large new buildings added to the campus plant 
and a third one to be started this spring. 


And the overall development of Presbyterian 
College is being projected forward in all of these 
spheres so that this institution may meet squarely 
the crucial challenge now being posed for higher 
education. 


These are the highlights of the record Dr. Mar- 
shall Walton Brown has etched across PC’s his- 
toric plaza since he assumed the presidency at 
4 p.m. on February 27, 1945. That’s when the 
board of trustees tapped him to succeed the late 
Dr. William P. Jacobs II (then returning to private 
business after leading Presbyterian College through 
the financial depression and World War II). 


In selecting Dr. Jacobs’ own personal choice 
as his successor, the board recognized 19 years 
of outstanding service already rendered Presby- 
terian College by Dr. Brown. 


Young 25-year-old Marshall Brown had come 
to PC in 1925 as a professor of history under the 
administration of Dr. D. M. Douglas. Three years 
later, he stepped into the chair of dean. In each 
capacity—from teacher to president—he received 
the accolades of fellow associates. 





TENNESSEE 


Memphis — (PN) — Dr. Anthony W. Dick, 
leader in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and for 
the past 11 years pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church in Memphis, died at his home 
March 4. 


Dr. Dick several months ago had suffered from 
severe exhaustion and had taken a rest for sev- 
eral weeks. He had returned to his pulpit for 
three consecutive Sundays, missing the one just 
prior to his death, because of flu. 


Dr. Dick was moderator of the Synod of Ten- 
nessee, chairman of the Synod’s Council of Ten- 
nessee, and a member of the Board of Church 
Extension in Atlanta. Before coming to the Mem- 
phis pulpit, he served at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Spartanburg, S. C., for nine years, and 
served pastorates in West Point, Ga.; Moultrie, 
Ga., and at the First Presbyterian Church, Fay- 
etteville, N. C. 


He was a graduate of Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C., from which he later received the 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree; the University 
of South Carolina, receiving the Master of Arts 
degree; Columbia Theological Seminary in Deca- 
tur, Ga., where he received the Bachelor of 
Divinity degree; and Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary from which he held the Master of Theology 
degree. He was ordained in 1924 by Congaree 
Presbytery, in South Carolina. 


During his Memphis ministry, Dr. Dick’s church- 
membership grew from 1,000 to over 3,000. He 
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also directed construction of the church’s new 
plant, valued at two million dollars. 


Funeral services for the Memphis pastor were 
held March 6, at the Second Presbyterian Church 
there, with Dr. Bruce Boney, associate pastor, and 
Dr. R. P. Richardson, vice-president of Southwest- 
ern, officiating. Burial was at Sumter, S. C., the 
town of Dr. Dick’s birth. 


Survivors include his wife, the former Mary 
Louise Witherspoon of Mayesville, S. C.; a daugh- 
ter, Miss Cornelia Anne Dick, missionary in Japan; 
a son, A. W. Dick, Jr., student at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Richmond; his mother, Mrs. 
Annie B. Dick, and a sister, Mrs. Gertrude Fraser, 
both of Oswego, S. C. 





Austin Theological Seminary 


The Austin Seminary is not only one of our 
church’s great ministerial training schools, but it 
is an evangelistic bridgehead for our missionary 
work in Latin-America. Recently come to the 
Editor’s desk is The Austin Seminary Bulletin, in 
which the current activities of the institution are 
most attractively presented, illustrated by clear 
and interesting pictures. One item shows twenty 
eight missionaries now working in Latin America 
who are graduates from the Austin Seminary. 
Many others have gone from the Seminary to 
our various Foreign and Home Mission fields. 
Austin claims “the only Presbyterian martyr” as 
a graduate, and the sketch of John W. Vinson’s 
tragic death presented in this Bulletin is worthy 
of republishing, although the details were publi- 
cized twenty seven years ago. 


John Vinson’s heroic death was the inspiration 
for the poem “Afraid of What?” written by 
E. H. Hamilton, former missionary to China, now 
serving in Taiwan, Formosa. The poem has been 
widely quoted. The item referred to follows: 


ONLY PRESBYTERIAN MARTYR WAS 
1903 AUSTIN GRADUATE 


The only martyr from the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., was a 1903 graduate of Austin Seminary. 


He was John Walker Vinson, born in Winns- 
boro, S. C. When Vinson was a small boy, his 
parents moved to Sherman, Tex., where they lived 
near the campus of Austin College. He grew 
up to graduate from that college as an outstand- 
ing student. During his college years he served 
as a student volunteer working in a mission of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Sherman. 


His years at Austin Seminary prepared him 
for the role which he accepted February 4, 1907, 
as a missionary to China. 


Illness Plagued Couple 


The following year he married Miss Jeanie de 
Forest Junkin and the couple moved to the mission 
station at Haichow. Both Mr. and Mrs. Vinson 
were troubled with serious recurring illnesses, but 
each labored tirelessly with the evangelistic work 
in the city and the hospital, teaching and helping 
to direct local Bible study groups. After Mrs. 
Vinson’s death in 1923, Vinson carried on with 
his work at the mission station and struggled to 
raise his three children alone. 


During the Chinese revolution in 1911, Vinson 
was a close friend of General Pei Pao-shan, the 
highest military official in the Haichow area. By 
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1927, Red soldiers in General Chiang Kai-shek’s 
army began looting mission installations and 
killed several missionaries in Nanking. Haichow 
was ravaged, but no one was killed. Shortly after- 
wards Vinson returned to America and left his 
children under the care of an aunt in Virginia. 


He returned to Haichow in 1929 to find the 
mission homes in ruins. Vinson continued with 
his work as an assistant to Dr. Morgan, who was in 
charge of the hospital and clinic. He also traveled 
the country side as an itinerate evangelist. 


Captured by Bandits 


It was on one of his trips in 1931 to the Chris- 
tian Chapel in Yang-Djia-Gee that he was taken 
prisoner by a band of raiding Chinese. Despite 
the efforts of other missionaries and government 
soldiers, Vinson was held as a prize captive. Finally 
when his physical strength prevented his keeping 
up with the bandits, he was shot in the back and 
beheaded. 


Other captives told how Vinson had been offered 
his freedom if he would write a letter asking the 
government army to withdraw their troops. Vin- 
son refused to sacrifice the lives of the other 
prisoners who would not be set free. 


The account of Vinson’s death told later by 
the daughter of one of the other captives symbol- 
izes his great faith, When asked by a bandit if 
he was afraid to die, Vinson replied, “No, I am 
not afraid. If you kill me, I will go right to 
heaven.” 


Report of the Council on Christian 
Relations to the 98th General Assembly 


The report of the Council on Christian Relations 
to the 98th General Assembly consists of two 
parts. The first part is entitled: “Speaking For 
God - The Prophetic Role of the Church”; the 
second part: “Current Social Problems.” The Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations respectfully recom- 
mends: 





1. That the General Assembly adopt this report 
with accompanying recommendations and commend 
the report for wide distribution and study among 
the churches. 


SPEAKING FOR GOD - THE PROPHETIC 
ROLE OF THE CHURCH 


Introduction 


The mantle of the prophet has been worn by 
both minister and layman. He who wears it will 
submit to a drastic revision of his own and his 
fellows’ mortal nature. He will insist upon a com- 
plete conversion of man’s relationship with man. 
He will demand that humanity’s entrenched tra- 
ditions be shaken into conformity with the pre- 
cepts of God. It is the prophetic strain that has 
kept the Gospel’s demands fresh from age to age. 


Yet the most difficult function of the Church 
to maintain is the prophetic. Establishment, suc- 
cess and respectability compose the heady wine 
that causes once rugged preachers to “prophesy 
no more in Israel.” Historically, the prophets of 
the Lord have steered a course between the priestly 
cult on the one hand which insisted on right 
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ritual and the soothsayers on the other whose easy 
ecstasy was mistaken for prophecy. Amos, for 
example, claimed neither the priest Amaziah, nor 
the sons of the prophets, as fellow servants of 
the true faith. The present-day priest-cult is in- 
sensitive formalism and modern soothsaying is the 
practice of emotionalism. On the one side prophecy 
will freeze in complacency and on the other it 
will meet in passion. 


1. Israel’s Prophetic Tradition 


Whereas the priests were the agents of the 
ritual that offered atonement for sin, the prophet 
felt a divine compulsion to attack the sin itself, 
no matter what might be the consequences to 
himself. Because of the cutting edge of his words 
and the vital nerves struck, the prophet’s tenure 
was short and his life hazardous. It was God’s 
purpose to send him but man purposed to cut 
him off. Seldom did one grow old and full of 
his years. His message was directed toward indi- 
viduals and nations, rulers and subjects, priests 
and people, and false prophets who cried “Peace, 
peace, where there was no peace.” 


For example, here are some of the prophets and 
some of their objects of concern: 


Isaiah— 
Sodom-like shamelessness 
Brazenness of women 
Grasping landholders 
Revelry and drunkenness 
Perverters of worship 
Perverters of moral distinctions 
Disbelief in a judgment 
International relations which left God and His 
providence out of account 


Jeremiah— 
Sensuous worship of fertility gods 
Social injustice 
Personal immorality 
Discrimination against aliens 
Conduct and decisions of the king 
Slavery 
Alliances against the ruling power 


Ezekiel— 
General cruelty and oppression 
Abnormal marital relationships 
Alliances without trust in God 


Hosea— 
Political corruption 
Adulterating the prescribed form of worship 
Faithless dependence on foreign aid 


Amos— 
Indentured slavery 
Temple prostitution 
Unchastity 
Legal oppression of the poor 
Complication of religious forms 
Landgrabbing 
Political bribery 
Sharp class distinction 


onah— 
Nationalism that suppressed evangelism 


Micah— 
Commercial dishonesty 
Greedy motives of judge, priest and prophet 
General violence and murder 


Habakkuk— 
Aggressor nations more wicked than their victims 


In summary, there was no phase of living that 
the prophet felt to be out of his purview. He 
spoke on worship, home life, class consciousness, 
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discrimination, politics, economics, sex, slavery, in- 
ternational affairs, evangelism. 


Without exception, no matter what medium of 
thought they used, all the prophets decried idolatry 
which led to every form of civil and personal sin, 
and the disbelief in a day of reckoning for their 
moral indifference. But the prophet was not con- 
tent to generalize; he spelled out each sin in pain- 
ful detail. Hardly can a condition be found today 
that was not spoken to by the prophet. Yet if 
there are conditions unique to our generation the 
ancient prophet has given the modern prophet 
his precedent — there was no part of life that he 
considered exempt from God’s surveillance and His 
spokesman’s voice. 


II. The Prophetic Office of Christ 


Our Confession of Faith reads: “Christ executeth 
the office of a prophet in his revealing to the 
church in all ages, by his spirit and word, in divers 
way of administration, the whole will of God, in 
all things concerning their edification and salva- 
tion.” In his earthly ministry Jesus did not hesi- 
tate to express this whole will of God even though 
it flouted the conventional ways of men. Here 
are some examples of his prophetic conduct. 


He took the old commandments that applied 
only to overt acts and revealed that they applied 
to the hidden motive and the guarded thought. 


He ruled other laws out of date because they 
had been designed to accommodate hardness of 
heart and the harshness of the times, such as the 
law of retaliation and of divorce. 


He exalted a disposition of peace and non- 
violence at a time when his attitude was considered 
insanity or cowardice. 


He disdained all customs of discrimination based 
on religious piety or social prestige, finding more 
compatibility and sincere response among the hon- 
est sinners than the artificial saints. 


He gave the Sabbath back to man, whereas 
man had been made subordinate to the day. He 
judged active service on that day, such as healing, 
to be of more value than passive piety. 


He refused to observe religious practices that 
had lost or never had any sensible purpose, such 
as the ceremonial washing of the hands. 


He recognized no value in scrupulous tithing 
which was unaccompanied by a concern for the 
weightier matters of justice, mercy and faith. 


He openly denounced the satisfaction with ex- 
ternal forms of religion that never penetrated and 
cleansed the “extortion and rapacity” within the 
“inner cup” of a man. 


He denounced men who combined piety with 
sharp business practices. 


He decried showmanship in prayer and alms- 
giving. 


He cracked a whip over the heads of racketeer- 
ing merchants who were using religion for per- 
sonal gain and who superimposed business on 
their faith rather than faith on their business. 


He made it plain even to his judges that the 
governments of men must yield to the kingdom 
of God of which he himself was regent. 


He sought to turn his nation from a course that 
would lead to war, warning that it would lead 
to destruction and the loss of its role as the 
historic people of God. 
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Above all, he performed the ultimate prophetic 
function by loving the people he chastened, stay- 
ing by them, transfusing his life into them, ac- 
cepting God’s indictment of humanity upon his 
own spirit and the malice of men upon his own 
body. His prophetic nature brought him to the 
high priestly act of giving his life as a ransom 
for those enslaved to the sins he so positively 
fought. The Lord has laid upon him the iniquity 
of us all. Has it not always been so with The 
Prophet and, in a lesser sense, his prophets? 


Ill. The Early Church 


The fellowship of Christians as described in 
the New Testament constituted a leaven in society 
which sought to bring the individual and corporate 
life of man into conformity to the will of God. 
Theirs was the painful responsibility of living out 
the precepts of Christ that were thoroughly alien 
to the larger society. They had to do this in 
such a way as to prove that good citizens of the 
Kingdom made better citizens of the emperor. Thus 
the beloved community as a community conveyed 
the prophetic idea to a pagan society. 


Within the Church fellowship itself so many 
of the problems revolved about the Jew-Gentile 
relationships. Paul was prompt to rebuke Peter 
for yielding to the pressure of those who advo- 
cated that a portion of the congregation be given 
an inferior status in the Church. In a most sym- 
pathetic way Paul urged Philemon to take back 
his runaway slave, Onesimus, and instead of pun- 
ishing him, accept him as a brother in Christ. 
Thus the Early Church did not abolish a system 
but it did weaken that system’s moral claim by 
upholding the inherent worth of every individual. 
Through such a witness the Church was prophetic. 


IV. The Church of the Reformation 

The reform movement in the Church could 
never have been accomplished apart from daunt- 
less men who were willing to assume the role of 
prophet. The servants of the Lord in their priestly 
ministrations could seldom see the radical depar- 
ture the Church had made from its original moor- 
ings. Generations of human sediment had covered 
the foundations. Justification by faith and the 
priesthood of every believer are precious tenets 
that can be so easily obscured by human prestige, 
heavy organization, calendar observances and cold 
formalism. The practiced, critical eye of the 
prophet guards us from glorifying the structure 
and forgetting the function of our faith. It must 
be remembered that the true Reformed Church 
is in constant process of reformation in order 
ox “ be saved from itself and for the Kingdom 
of God. 


V. The Present Church 

The Church on earth is a mixture of the human 
and the divine. The Church truly is a fellowship 
of the redeemed, but it is also a fellowship of 
those in the process of being redeemed. The 
Church is constantly confronted with the condition 
of tension between God’s ideal for his people and 
their actual behavior. A case in point is found 
in Paul’s letter to the Christians in Corinth. He 
refers to them as those “called to be saints.” There 
is no doubt concerning their redemption for they 
would be sustained and found “guiltless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Yet they were 
— dissensions to disrupt God’s purpose for 

em. 


Only as the Church is faithful in bringing her 
life under the scrutiny of God may she expect to 
have influence in speaking to the sins of the world. 
It is right and proper that church courts should 
speak from time to time as directed by the Holy 
Spirit to the evils found in the life of the Church, 
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whether they be sins of the flesh or otherwise; 
whether they be individual or corporate. Indeed, 
no area of the life of man is so near to perfection 
or so far removed from ecclesiastical responsibility 
that it should escape the catharsis of healthy criti- 
cism. Actions of the General Assembly have dealt 
with various evils in the life of our day. These 
have not been directives but they have constituted 
the witness of a church body united in the Body 
vf Christ and alive to her prophetic mission. 


It should be remembered that church courts 
are not expected to reflect the majority opinion 
of the denomination’s membership but to inter- 
pret the will of God as they have come to under- 
stand it. The deliverances of church courts are 
not intended to bind the conscience; nevertheless 
they should be carefully considered in the light 
of the teachings of the Bible. In this connection 
we should be very grateful for our representative 
form of government which enables each commis- 
sioner to come to the court uninstructed by his 
constituency, allowing him, in this lofty setting 
with his fellow presbyters, to listen more carefully 
to the voice of God and perhaps become a part 
of the prophetic strain of the Church. 


The fact that Christ is Lord of the conscience 
frees every churchman from the unwarranted 
authority of officials or courts. Yet it is that 
same Lord of the conscience that requires that 
we speak to each other prophetically, that some 
of us be delegated to draw apart and deliberate 
these matters of conscience, return to us with 
their insights, and present them to us as their 
conviction as God has given them to understand 
His will. Pronouncements by church courts on 
matters of conscience in no way imply compulsion. 
They are offered to combat moral anarchy. They 
are presented in the hope that many minds might 
freely conform to the one mind of Christ. For 
the Lord of the conscience is one Lord, not many. 
To unite in Christ is to yearn for spiritual one- 
ness and as much agreement as is possible in all 
human relationships. 


In her prophetic role the Church must remem- 
ber two things. One, she herself is in constant 
need of God’s forgiving grace because of her in- 
volvement in the sins common to all mankind. 
Only as a spirit of compassion is found in her 
message may we expect people to believe that 
the Spirit of Christ, indeed, is speaking to them 
through the Church. Two, the Church through her 
courts must not over-rate her proficiency in 
human affairs. In the principles of Christ she 
should be expert and should be able to offer the 
over-arching rules for every area of life. But 
the application of these principles to many com- 
plex details must be left to more intimate knowl- 
edge by the individual churchmen involved. The 
line between principle and application is an in- 
distinct one and must be searched for with deep 
spiritual discernment. 


The minister, likewise, should be mindful of his 
responsibility in speaking of contemporary evils. 
He should bring the teachings of Scriptures to 
bear upon the everyday life of his people. He 
must speak the truth in love, nevertheless, the 
truth. He may never approximate the character of 
Christ nor even that of the ancient prophets but 
be called to follow their pattern and carry his 
cross. If anyone shall argue that to consider him- 
self of the company of Christ and his prophets is 
presumptious, he is right. But this is our glorious 
presumption! 


The Church must seek to function in her pro- 
phetic role as she establishes and provides for 
agencies, schools and programs for teaching the 
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Christian faith and life. Through teaching, the 
Church is seeking to help people become aware of 
themselves as the People of God, to help them 
understand God’s will for his People, to encourage 
them to yield themselves to his rightful Lordship, 
and to develop skills for use in service to his 
Kingdom. This demands that careful attention be 
given to interpretations of God’s will which have 
been provided by individuals and by church courts, 
even though the ultimate decisions concerning the 
will of God must be so personal that the final in- 
terpretations to be made will remain ones for the 
individual to make as he is led by the Holy Spirit. 
Because of the nature of man, the process re- 
quired for teaching will always require those who 
teach to recognize their own humanity and their 
own involvement in the process of seeking to learn 
and to do the will of God. But this fact does not 
mean that those who teach are to avoid their re- 
sponsibility to make available to those seeking to 
learn with them the interpretations which may be 
helpful in moving toward the goals of the teaching 
process. Thus, that which is prophetic, that which 
is capable of helping persons to know and under- 
stand the will of God, will be basic to Christian 
teaching. 


VI. Individual Responsibiility 


The individual must speak against the same 
wrongs as the early prophets. He must come to 
know the Gospel message as a whole so as to know 
the difference between the letter of the law and 
the spirit of the law, and the difference between 
pomp and circumstance and humility and service. 
The church member must understand that he is 
the inheritor of a rich legacy born out of injustice, 
tempered by persecution, chilled by misapplication, 
heated by reformation and brought to cutting edge 
by conviction. He must become the tool whereby 
society is sculptured into the likeness of Christ. 
The individual member must first rid himself of 
the very things that he prophesies against in society 
or be convicted of impersonation. He himself is 
the prophetic instrument of the extension of the 
Church and care must be taken as to what and 
how the instrument prophesies. 


In the last analysis, the local Church and its 
members must bear the heaviest responsibility in 
the prophetic role. It is in the local community 
that people live—where decisions must be made 
and positions taken. This is the place where votes 
are cast and leaders are elected. This is the place 
where people may be persecuted for the stand they 
take. Here the Church, through the pastor, session 
and congregation, must witness to her mission. 
Here the Church fails or becomes a bulwark for 
people who are really in trouble and need the help 
which only the Church of Christ can give. 


VII. The Church and the World 


Our understanding of the function of the Church 
in society depends upon our understanding of the 
relationship of the Church to the world. To un- 
derstand this relationship to the world, we need 
to remember, among others, three truths stressed 
in the Scriptures. The first of these is that God 
is sole creator of the world and the sovereign Lord 
of nature and of history. A second truth found 
throughout the Scriptures is that the world has 
been corrupted by sin and therefore man needs 
to be redeemed from the corrupting influences of 
the world. A third truth is that the Church’s mission 
is concerned not only with the salvation of in- 
dividuals from the world, but also the salvation of 
the world itself. 


The predicament of man and of the world has 
led to misunderstanding and tension between those 
who hold to a more restricted concept and those 
who have a more comprehensive concept of the 


PAGE 28 


mission of the Church to the world. In the more 
restricted view the Church has to do only with 
the salvation of individual souls, with little concern 
for the obligations of redeemed individuals for re. 
deeming of the community. According to this con- 
ception, “the Church is thought of as an ark in 
which saved souls may find refuge from a world 
that is doomed to destruction. The influence of 
the Church on the community is restricted to the 
manifestation of love in private relations with 
individuals and in ministering to the needs of the 
sick and the poor.” (The Church and Its Function 
in Society by T’Hooft and Oldham, p. 108.) 


The more comprehensive concept likewise under- 
stands the mission of the Church to be the sal- 
vation of individuals but not apart from society, 
Thus, man can hardly pray effectively to God 
without recognizing his obligations to his neighbor. 
This concept of the Church’s mission while recog- 
nizing the universal rule of Christ in the world 
to come rather emnvhasizes the urgent mission of 
the Church in claiming all of society for Him, here 
and now. 


It is our conviction that, whether the kingdom 
of God be conceived as a goal to be realized within 
the temporal order, or as one to be realized in 
fullness only in eternity, the love of Christ and 
the necessity that the Christian live his life within 
the entanglements of society constrain the Church 
to be concerned with all the agencies and forces 
which affect life for good or for evil. This means 
that the Church, in her prophetic role, is impelled 
to declare the will of God for every morally and 
spiritually significant relationship of life. For none 
is exempt from its application. Man does not exist 
in a vacuum. He lives inescapably in relationship. 
Jesus expects us to expand the person-to-person 
attitudes he taught us to fit the whole complex 
social pattern, involving customs, laws and organi- 
zations. There are not two gospels, a social and an 
individual gospel. There is one Gospel the objective 
of which is to redeem man and make him pro- 
gressively more Christian from the innermost depth 
of his heart to the outermost reach of his involve- 
ments in society. 


CURRENT SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


Current social problems need the concern and 
help of the Church if they are to be solved. The 
attention of the churches is directed to some of 
these urgent problems. 


I. Alcoholic Beverages 


It has been estimated that 75 million people in 
the United States indulge in alcoholic beverages 
to a greater or lesser degree. This is approximately 
67% of the eligible users of beverage alcohol. Of 
these there are 7 million who can be classified as 
problem drinkers and 5 million are alcoholics. When 
we consider the families directly affected, a con- 
servative estimate would show that at least 30 
million people are directly concerned with this 
difficult problem. 


The American people in 1956 spent 10% billion 
dollars for alcoholic beverages. This helps us to 
see the enormity of the problem. In the United 
States highway accidents are on the increase, caus- 
ing thousands of casualties every year. Accidents 
in which beverage alcohol was a factor range from 
45% to 65% of the total number, according to 
reliable estimates. 


In view of the increased tempo of liquor adver- 
tising, mounting social pressure, the tragic loss of 
life on the nation’s highways, the heavy expendi- 
ture for alcoholic beverages contributing to phys- 
ical and moral deterioration of so many people, we 
recommend: 
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1. That the General Assembly reaffirm voluntary 
total abstinence as the Christian ideal toward which 
church members should strive. 


2. That the General Assembly di:ect the Di- 
vision of Christian Relations to convene a com- 
mittee composed of able consultants to study the 
alcohol problem and report to the General Assembly 
with pertinent findings and recommendations. 


Il. Labor and Industry 


It is our conviction that God has ordained daily 
work for man’s welfare and happiness. Therefore, 
in confronting the problem of labor and industry 
as Christians, we must seek to discover God’s will 
and conform our life to His will in these re- 
lationships. 


The South is rapidly becoming industrialized. 
Its proportion of the nation’s manufacturing fa- 
cilities has grown from 9 per cent in 1900 to 22 
per cent in 1957. There are some 33,700 manu- 
facturing establishments in the South today. Of 
these, 22,000 have been located since 1939. The 
resulting industrial output in this period has risen 
from $11 billion to $62% billion (See 1957 Direc- 
tory Edition of Manufacturers Record). 


This growth in industry has meant a strengthen- 
ing of the labor movement. This is symbolized in 
the consolidating of the CIO and the AFofL. More 
and more the nation’s economy is being determined 
by the two great giants, labor and industry, around 
the conference table. Increasingly, policies are 
formed and decisions made by the top echelon in 
these two groups. It is important therefore for the 
best interests of the nation in making their de- 
cisions that the leadership of labor and industry 
alike should accept their responsibility to the 
nation. Such leadership should be quick to remove 
corruption and injustice wherever it is found within 
the organization. As long as dishonest practices 
obtain, whether in labor or industry, the confidence 
of the American people can be seriously shaken. 


Many needs are yet to be met adequately, such 
as: (1) Proper job opportunity for minority groups; 
(2) Sufficient jobs for the handicapped; (3) Using 
the potential of those who have reached the age of 
retirement; (4) Leisure-time activities. 


Keeping in mind the welfare of the nation and 
our responsibility in the family of nations we offer 
the following recommendations: 


1. That church members be urged to confront 
pe Pager work as Christian vocation and to glorify 
od in it. 


2. That, recognizing their responsibility for the 
well-being of persons in such matters as sufficient 
wages, health, housing and other living conditions, 
both industry and labor seek to deal realistically 
and forthrightly with injustice and corruption of 
any kind which would endanger the American 
economy and lessen the usefulness of the nation 
to the world. 


_ 8. That our seminaries and other educational 
institutions seek increasingly to acquaint students 
with the problems of industry and labor, and to 
relate them to the Christian ethic. 


Ill. Race Relations 


_ The past year has been marked by numerous 
incidents of violence due to racial tension. These 
incidents have usually occurred in areas where 
efforts have been made to obey the law of the 
land with regard to the desegregation of public 
schools, or where there have been interracial meet- 
ings. In one case a home was bombed following 
the publication of a book setting forth differing 
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points of view regarding the race problem. In 
another case, a man was picked up at random by 
a mob and mutilated after an unsuccessful effort 
had been made in the community to enter a child 
in school. A school was destroyed in a community 
which had begun the process of desegregation. 
Another city received international attention when 
troops were brought in to protect students in an 
integrated school. An interracial religious com- 
munity continued to be harassed, property dam- 
aged and life endangered by unapprehended assail- 
ants. As the year came to a close, out of 3,008 
biracial districts in the South 762 had desegregated. 
All but 15 of these were in border states. A num- 
ber of states continued to circumvent the law of 
the land. Some people are willing to abolish the 
— school system rather than comply with the 
aw. 


In the face of increasing racial tension there are 
signs that influential ministers and laymen are be- 
ginning to assert their Christian convictions and 
speak out against unAmerican and unChristian 
procedures. In Atlanta 80 ministers issued a clear 
statement including six principles which sought 
to arouse the conscience of responsible Christian 
citizens. The principles upon which the statement 
was based were: 


1. Freedom of speech must at all costs be 
preserved. 

2. As Americans and as Christians we 
have an obligation to obey the law. 

3. The public school system must not be 
destroyed. 

4. Hatred and scorn for those of another 
race, or for those who hold a position 
different from our own, can never be 
justified. 

5. Communication between responsible 
leaders of the races must be maintained. 

6. Our difficulties cannot be solved in 
our own strength or in human wisdom. 


The statement was commended by local news- 
papers and generally well received. Similar state- 
ments have been issued by church groups in other 
communities. Some southern governors have given 
their support to this approach to a difficult prob- 
lem. Notable and praiseworthy was the address of 
Governor Collins to the Men’s Convention in Miami. 


All laymen and ministers who have taken a stand 
based upon obedience to law, respect for human 
dignity, and freedom to enjoy the blessings of a 
free nation are to be commended and assured of 
the gratitude and prayers of the General Assembly. 


As the Christian people of the South face those 
problems of race which now present us with an 
unparalleled obligation and opportunity, the Gen- 
eral Assembly proposes for careful consideration 
the following principles which in its judgment 
should guide them: 


1. All people have been created in the image of 
God and are to be treated as such. Therefore, we 
should confront — of race against the back- 
ground of a world perspective. 


2. Though differing in outward appearance men 
are essentially one; they have fundamentally the 
same needs, aspirations, hopes and fears. 


3. It is God’s will that the law of Christ, i.e., 
love or good will, be operative in all human re- 
lationships. 


4. To do unto others as we would have them do 
unto us, we must seek sympathetically and imag- 
inatively to understand their point of view, their 
needs, aspirations and fears; this is a rule for in- 
dividuals, groups and nations. 
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5. The Christian conscience cannot rest content 
with any legal or compulsive arrangement that 
brands any people as inferior; which denies them 
the full right of citizenship on the ground of race, 
color or social status; or which prevents them 
from developing to the fullest possible extent the 
potentialities with which they, as individuals, have 
been endowed by the Creator. 


6. The recent decision of the Supreme Court 
regarding segregation in the Public Schools must 
be recognized as the law of the land, and obeyed 
as such until and unless it is changed by legal and 
constitutional methods. 


7. The public school system must be preserved 
and strengthened. To withhold the benefits of a 
public school education from any child; to prevent 
any community by punitive means from carrying 
out its educational responsibility is an unwise and 
dangerous expedient. 


8. Freedom of speech must be preserved at all 
costs, without the danger of economic or political 
reprisal for those who express opinions contrary 
to our own. 


9. Violence, and furious or unrestrained lan- 
guage which may incite thereto, must be avoided; 
all organizations, hooded or otherwise, which seek 
to take the law in their own hand, and all move- 
ments which would prevent citizens from resorting 
to law in their own defense must be opposed. 


10. The right to vote must be made secure for 
citizens without restrictions based on race or color, 
without preventive stratagems which make a mock- 
ery of democratic processes. 


11. Communication between responsible leaders 
of the two races in the South must be developed, 
strengthened and maintained. It is essential that 
individual church members seek to be led by the 
Spirit of Christ in their daily contacts with those 
of other races, and so preserve the fellowship of 
believers in Him as Lord and Saviour. 


12. To the Christian people of the South there 
is now given an opportunity to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the Gospel in solving a difficult 
problem in human relations whose far-reaching 
effects are incalculable. God grant that we may 
not fail our nation or our Lord in this period of 
crisis. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The cold war between the Communists and free 
nations has been given fresh impetus by the 
launching of the earth satellite. A new era has 
suddenly dawned upon the world following hard 
on the heels of the beginning of the atomic age. 
So the race is accelerated—almost frantically—to 
develop yet more fantastic weapons of offensive 
and defensive warfare. As the struggle goes on 
the other nations of the world watch, wonder and 
work to win the help of the great giants in making 
their own land safe and secure. In this struggle the 
voice of the Church must be heard. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That the churches be reminded that the ma- 
terial strength of a nation is not its ultimate 
strength but rather depends upon its obedience to 
God’s revelation in Jesus Christ; that it is “not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord.” 


2. That adequate military defense, however 
necessary, remains insufficient as a preventive of 
war, recognizing that we must find ways and means 
to alleviate the poverty, fears, humiliations and 
insecurities of all people if the danger of war is 
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to be met; and that we commend the efforts of our 
government toward this end. 


38. That church members be urged to inform 
themselves and lend their support to the United 
Nations as an instrument of cooperation and good 
will in the world. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Robert R. Wilson, Chairman 
Ernest Trice Thompson, Secretary 
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THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS. Writings of 
the Fathers down to 325 A. D. Alexander Roberts 
and James Donaldson. Eerdman’s. $6.00 single 
volume. The complete set of 10 volumes $55.00. 


It has been said that pastors of long ago read 
all the church fathers once a year. This might 
be somewhat of an exaggeration but it is certainly 
a high ideal for which Ww strive. The dismal fact 
is that in our day there are many ministers who 
have never read the church fathers in a life time. 
And because of this they miss much of the great- 
est of Christian literature. The re-publication of 
The Ante-Nicene, The Nicene and Post-Nicene 
Fathers of the Christian Church is a great blessing 
to Christian scholarship. 


Volume I of the Ante-Nicene Fathers presents 
the Apostolic Fathers: St. Clement, Mathetes, Poly- 
cary, Ignatius, Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, 
and Irenaeus. 


This volume really contains the equivalent of 
three volumes of the Edinburgh series of the 
Ante-Nicene Fathers. Here is a volume that is 
indispensable to all scholars and to every Chris- 
tian library. 


Volume II is entitled “Second Century.”  In- 
cluded in this work are the writings of Pastor of 
Hermas, Tatian, Theophilus, Athenagorus, and 
Clement of Alexandria. 


Many of these writings deal with doctrinal sub- 
jects but a number are devoted to practical aspects 
of the Christian life. For example, chapter 7 of 
Clement of Alexandria’s “The Instructor” dis- 
cusses “Directions For Those Who Live Together.” 
Clement counsels, “Let us keep away from us 
jibing, the originator of the insult, from which 
strifes and contentions and enmities break forth.” 


He offers advice for those who sneeze and suf- 
fer from hiccups. He says, “If anyone is attacked 
with sneezing just as in the case of a hiccup, he 
must not startle those near him with the explosion 
and so give proof of his bad breeding; but the 
hiccup is to be quietly transmitted with the ex- 
piration of the breath, the mouth being composed 
becomingly and gaping and yawning like the tragic 
mask. So the disturbance of hiccup may be avoided 
by making the respirations gently; for thus the 
threatening symptoms of the ball of wind will be 
dissipated in the most seemly way by managin 
its egress so as also to conceal anything whic! 
the air forcibly expelled may bring up with it 

a In a word the Christian is characterized 
by composure, tranquility, calmness and peace.” 
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Volume III features Latin Christianity. Here 
we are given the writings of the Church Father 
Tertulian — his work on apologetics, anti-mar- 
conian, and ethical writings. 


Tertulian is recognized as the great founder of 
Latin Christianity. He was versatile and brilliant. 
One of the most interesting portions of this vol- 
ume is Tertulian’s exposition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
He points out that in this prayer “He has com- 
prised an epitome of the whole gospel.” 


Volume IV is also devoted to Latin Christianity 
with another portion from the writings of Ter- 
tulian and the works of Minucius Felix, Commo- 
dian, Origen, parts first and second. The best 
known section of this volume is Origen’s discourse 
against Celsus. Origen wrote to refute Celsus’ 
book that he entitled “A True Discourse.” At 
the end of the refutation he concludes, “And now 
it remains for the readers of his discourse and of 
my reply to judge which of the two breathes most 
of the Spirit of the true God, of piety towards 
Him, and of that truth which leads men by sound 
doctrines to the noblest life.” 


Volume V gives us the writings of the Third 
Century. The Fathers presented here are Hippo- 
lytus, Cyprian, Caius, and Novatian. 


This volume affords the fullest information ever 
yet brought together in one volume upon the rise 
of Latin Christianity, the decline of the Greek 
period of the Roman See, and the restrictive limits 
of the Roman province, not yet elevated to the 
technical position of a Nicene patriarchate. 


Volume VI continues the Fathers of the Third 
Century. Writings included in this volume are 
those of Gregory Thaumaturgus, Dionysius the 
Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, Methodius, and 
Arnobius. 


The student has before him in Volume VI a 
view of the Christian church emerging from the 
10 persecutions; a survey of its conditions on 
the eve of the conversion of the empire; an in- 
troduction to the era of Athanasius; and a history 
of events that led to the calling of the first 
Catholic Council at Nicaea. One-half of this vol- 
ume presents the Alexandrian school itself in 
its glorious succession of doctors and pupils and 
the other half in the reflected light of its uni- 
versal influence. 


Volume VII is entitled “Third and Fourth Cen- 
tury Fathers.” In this work we meet Lactantius, 
Vennantius, Asterius, Victorius, Dionysius, and 
early liturgies. 


Of special interest in this volume is the com- 
mentary on the Apocalypse by Victorinus. In his 
interpretation the author clings to the purer 
Chiliasm of Commodian. 


Volume VIII — The Twelve Patriarchs, etc. 
Included in this volume are the testaments of 
the twelve patriarchs, excerpts of Theodotus, the 
pseudo-clementine literature, the apocrypha of the 
New Testament, the decretals, the Memoirs of 
Odessa, and ancient Syriac documents, and the 
remains of the Second and Third Centuries. 


This volume is especially valuable because it 
presents the apocrypha of the New Testament. It 
contains such writings as the Gospel of the Na- 
tivity of Mary, the History of Joseph the Carpen- 
ter, the Gospel of Thomas, the Arabic Gospel of 


the Infancy of the Saviour, and the Gospel of 
Nicodemus. 


Volume IX is a biographical synopsis and com- 
prehensive general index on subjects and texts, 
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edited by Dr. A. Cleveland Coxe. This volume 
shows the exhaustiveness of this work. 


Volume X presents the Gospel of Peter, the 
Diatesseron of Tatian, the Apocalypse of Peter, 
the Visio Pauli, the Apocalyses of the Virgin and 
Sedrach, the Testament of Abraham, the Acts of 
Xanthippe, and Polxyxena, the Narrative of Zosi- 
mus, the Apology of Aristides, the Epistles of 
Clement, Origen’s Commentary on John and Com- 
mentary on Matthew. 


The first part of this volume is a collection of 
recently discovered editions to early Christian lit- 
erature. The second part contains large portions 
of the two most important commentaries of Origen. 


These volumes bristle with information on early 
Christian literature. Some of the reading is pleas- 
ant, some of it is dull, but all of it is profitable. 
This set is heartily recommended to ministers who 
desire to know more about the messages of the 
early Christian Fathers. Here is a large segment 
of Christian literature that deserves to be better 


known. 
—dJ.R.R. 





THE COMMUNICATION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Hendrik Kraemer. Westminster Press. 
$2.50. 


Dr. Kraemer discusses in this volume one of the 
fundamental concerns of the church today—the 
problem of communication. He expresses why it 
is difficult to communicate the Christian faith and 
how the communication between men which was 
broken through the Fall may be restored. 


There are 5 chapters in this volume. The first 
elaborates a fundamental theology of communi- 
cation, stressing the differences between ‘“‘com- 
munuication between” and “communication of”, a 
distinction that must be kept in mind when dealing 
with the problem of communicating the Christian 
message. The second chapter treats the historical 
aspect of communication and the way in which 
the church came to terms with the world in which 
the gospel entered. Chapter 3 discusses the psycho- 
logical, sociological and cultural factors involved 
in communication. In Chapter 4 Dr. Kraemer 
analyzes the causes and character of the break- 
down of communication and suggests that the dif- 
ficulty in overcoming it is partly caused by the 
mistaken assumption that it can be solved merely 
by language and method. The last chapter dis- 
cusses the possibilities of restoring communication. 
He stresses a point that in spite of the importance 
of language the main issue is not that of using 
more intelligible language nor of devising methods 
and programs as primary needs. It is rather that 
the church in fearless self-criticism and self-exami- 
nations should recover again the new conscious- 
ness of its true nature and calling and change its 
ways accordingly—to reflect the truth that “judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God” and not at 
the house of the world. 


Here is a valuable new book for Christians who 
are interested in the Christian missionary enter- 
prise. 





wa Ruth Houston. Moody Press. 


This book is a culmination of thoughts the author 
has had in the day’s reflections in the light of the 
a She gives lessons learned while pur- 

osely sitting at the feet of Jesus and being taught 
y His Spirit. 


PAGE 31 





THE LAST ANALYSIS. Adam E. Armstrong. 
Philosophical Library, New York. $3.00. 


The author is an experimentalist with numerous 
inventions to his credit. In this book he points the 
way to the full use of the same principle to the 
very corner of Existence. It is a book in protest 
against pure speculation and philosophies of fancy 
and a portrait of the universe as it is in the light 
of scientific method of finding the truth. 





MEET JOE ROSS. Russell L. Dicks. Abingdon 
Press. $2.50. 


Joe Ross is a typical citizen — a normal person 
with normal problems. The author writes “Meet 
Joe Ross, the friend of my imagination, for no 
such person exists, but yet he does. He is a part 
of the thousands of persons with whom I have 
talked and whom I have sat beside during the 
past 24 years as a hospital chaplain, pastor, coun- 
sellor and teacher.” 


Joe Ross has been caught in the stresses of 
modern life, full of tensions and with few ways 
of releasing them. He shows here how that through 
the words of the author under the relaxing therapy 
of conversation with a friend, trusted and sym- 
pathetic, Joe blossomed out. The conversations 
are easy, simple and helpful. They are about such 
things as the meaning of life, belief in God, the 
death of a baby, immortality, grief and other ques- 
tions of faith. 





SON OF TEARS. Henry W. Coray. G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons. $3.95. 


Son of Tears seeks to interpret one of the most 
productive minds as well as one of the most com- 
plex characters in Christian history. This interpre- 
tation is in the form of a novel about St. Augustine. 
Upon the moving and dramatic events in the life 
of Augustine, Mr. Coray has built a simple and 
sincere novel. 


The author is to be commended for dramatizing 
for us in this Christian novel the most brilliant 
Christian thinker of his era, the aristocrat of the- 
ologians, the prince of philosophers, and the most 
human of preachers. From start to finish this work 
is fascinating, stimulating and elevating. Adults 
and young people alike will find Son of Tears to 
be a genuine delight. 





HEAVENLY TREASURES. David B. Van- 
Arsdall. Greenwich Book Publishers. $2.50. 


The author contends that little is said today 
about Scriptural teaching concerning reward and 
that many a that the Christian should not 
consider rewards in striving to increase their good 
works. Such an idea, he holds, is contrary to the 
plain word of the New Testament. He points out 
that Christ has promised rewards as a source of 
encouragement and to provide stimulation to live 
more abundant and useful lives. 





AN INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCRYPHA. 
Bruce M. Metzger. Oxford University Press. $4.00. 


The purpose of this volume is to supply in non- 
technical language a concise, yet comprehensive 
account of the Apocrypha. Dr. Metzger’s com- 
ments are based on the Revised Standard Version. 


This introduction is devoted to a brief history 
of the process of differentiation between the 
Canonical and Apocryphal writings of the Old 
Testament. In the main part of the book each of 
the Apocryphal books form the subject matter of 
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a separate chapter in which, after a statement of 
what is generally agreed among scholars as to 
its authorship, date of composition, original lan. 
guage and the like, a condensation of the book js 
provided with quotations of significant portions giv. 
ing the reader a sample of the author’s style. The 
summaries are furnished with chapter and verse 
references so that one may know exactly where 
to turn for the fuller account. At the close of each 
digest there is a discussion of the importance of 
that book or the noteworthy part of it in the his- 
tory of the Synagogue or of the Church. The three 
concluding chapters deal with allusions to the 
Apocrypha in the New Testament, the History of 
the Apocrypha in the Christian Church, and As- 
pects of the Influence of the Apocrypha on the 
culture of the Western World in General. 


Dr. Metzger makes it clear that he does not 
regard the Apocryphal books as part of the Bible, 
At the same time he says he is convinced that 
they contain certain moral and religious insights 
of permanent value. He believes that this body 
of literature also supplies important information 
regarding the life and thought of Jewish people 
during a significant period of their history, name- 
ly, the period just prior to the emergence of Chris- 
tianity. Because of this fact he insists that by 
becoming acquainted with these books therefore 
one would be better able to understand the politi- 
cal, cultural, ethical, and religious background of 
the contemporaries of Christ. In addition to this, 
one will also be enabled to appreciate something 
of the manifold influence of the Apocrypha upon 
such diverse figures as poets, artists, hymn writers, 
dramatists, composers and even explorers — nota- 
bly Christopher Columbus who was encouraged 
ee his voyages by a passage from II 

sdras. 


The data presented in this volume should en- 
able the reader to better understand the Apocryphal 
writings. Dr. Metzger writes in a clear style and 
all who desire to become better acquainted with 
the Apocryphal literature would make a wise in- 
vestment in the purchase of this volume. 


—J.R.R. 





GOD’S LAW AND GOD’S GRACE. Robert C. 
McQuilkin. Eerdman’s. $2.00. 


The late Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin believed that 
one should have a true understanding of the 
fundamental Biblical doctrines of God’s law and 
grace in order to comprehend fully many vital 
issues of Christian truth and life. For many years, 
he expounded these truths and their implications. 
His message of victory in Christ through grace 
was built upon his firm conviction of the holy re- 
quirements of God’s law as a standard for all 
believers. He presents here a praiseworthy state- 
ment of the abiding nature and purpose of the 
moral law of God and a keen analysis of the im- 
plications of the proper understanding of the law 
in our spiritual lives. 


a a se ao << << 
WANT TO RENT—House in Montreat 
for July and August. Congregation de- 
sires accommodations suitable for two 
families at a time, totalling perhaps eight 
or more persons. Single kitchen accept- 
able. First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 


andria, Louisiana. 
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